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= We have some very late news*from Europe 
London accounts to the 15th of February. They 
give us the British king’s speech to parliament, which 
73 inserted under the proper head. He speaks in the 
most flattering terms of the flourishing condition of 
the island—holds out an expectation that Russia and 
Tarkey are about to settle their differences, and re- 
serves to himself an “‘wnfeticred discretion” as to the 
affairs of South America. The condition of the West 
fudia islands is strongly referred to. ; 





Wasuivcron. Stuart’s portrait of Washington has 
been so often copied and multiplied by engravings, 


that or any other state—it may be well to give a regular 
account of it; that the young may be instructed and 
the old be reminded of the ‘‘throes and convulsions,’” 
and managements, of times that have passed. 

The election of electors of president and vice-pre- 
sident had before been made by ageneral ticket, voted 
for throughout the state. In 1796, Mr. Jefferson re- 
ceived 14 votes and Mr. Adams one. The election 
was a warm one, and the ‘‘republican” majority so 
small, that a few scattering votes caused one of the 
gentleman named on the “federal” tieket to be elect- 
ed. After this, the senate of the state became ‘fede- 
ral,” and the house of representatives, I think, for one 


that it would be a hard matter to make the people of|or two years, contained a majority of that poli 
party. Then came on the struggles of 1793, 1799 and 
1800, when the ties that united kindred and friends, 


the present generation believe that that was not the 
exact likeness of the ‘‘Father of his country,” and 





political 


perhaps some objection, in point.of feeling, mig)it' father and son, brother and brother, and almost hus- 
be started against any change in the picture, though it, hand and wife, were rent asunder by the force and 
sould be rendered more true to the original. Mr. Stu-| fury of political opinion, about public measures and 


* artis admitted to be one of the greatest, ifnotthe great-| men. 


The most wicked things were uttered in the 


est, master of his art that lives, and he is also uncom-| public papers, and private persons seemed nearly 
monly fortunate in his paintings—still, in his portrait| prepared for private combats one with the other, 
ef Washington, there is a certain indiscribable something| whenever they met, if one happened to wear a “blacle 
unpleasant to those who well-remember the living) cockade” and the other had none, or especially if he 


features of our beloved chief, though the general re-| wore a blue and red one. 


semblance is strong. 


In this state of feeling in 


This remark has been made|Pennsylvania and elsewhere, Thomas WcKeay was 


very frequently, and I have many times thought that|elected governor of that commonwealth, after One-of 


it was just. 











t is stated that Mr. Rembrandt Peale has\the most ardent and also most abusive contests that 
_ lately finished an original portrait of the illustrious |ever was known. 


This seemed to settle the political 


dead, now exhibiting in the capitol at Washington |\character of the state, and it was necessarily supposed 
eity, which is pronounced by judges Washington and |that its vote would be given to Thomas Jefferson for 
Marshall to be the best that they had seen—judge! president df the United States, seeing that the former 
Marshall declaring that “It seemed as if he were look- | electors had been chosen by a general ticket. 








ing at the living man”—and judge Washington, that 


With gov. McKean a large republican majority also 


“He rejoiced that atlast a portrait was executed wor-|came into the house of representatives, but the sena-~ 


thy of Washingten.” 


\tors being chosen in classes, for four years each, 2 


If such be the testimony of these gcntiemen, it!radical change was not yet effected in the other branch 
must be considered conclusive on the subject—and jof the legislature, and at the time we are now aboutto 
the facts are stated in the ‘National Intelligencer” of| speak of, it consisted of 13 federalists and 11 repub- 
Saturday last; and Messrs. Taylor, of Va. Macon, King) licans. 


and Jackson, all of the present senate of the United) 


In most of the states, and it wasso in Pennsylvania, 


States, and all of them distinguished men of past times, | the law for the election of electors of president was 


are said to express their decided approbation of it. 





{and is] temperary—intended only for an ensuing oc- 
jeasion. It was for this reason that the senate had pow- 


Tue TArirF pit has been laid aside for a few days/er, and exerted an authority that almost seemed ready 
that the appropriation bill, of more immediate interest, | to shake that state, and, perhaps, the union, to its cen- 
may be acted on. The parts of the bill that were tre; for that body refused to pass the customary law 
stricken out, on the motion of Mr. Tod, appear to have |at the usual time, apparently willing to eneounter the 
heen yielded up by way of compromise; but the jeav-|risk of any thing, in preference to suffering the people 
wg out of the third section, which added the foreign|of Pennsylvania to give an united vote, as to the elec- 
bounty, &c. on exports to the estimated cest of the tion of a president and vice president of the United 


zoods, will prevent the other parts of the bill from af- |States. 


In consequence, an extra meeting of the le- 


fording any considerable degree of protection to se-|gislature was held at Lancaster on the 7th of Novem- 


veral important branches of manufacturing industry 
—and now, it would appear that the opponents of the 
bill cannot have so many objections to it as will be 
preferred by its oldfriends. Still, however, its passage 
would be of great service, as laying the foundation of 
a system for the security of labor employed or capital 
vested in manufactures, and other additional aids will 
be given as experience shail prove, (as it certainly 
will), that the evils apprehended by the establishment 
ef such a tariff, are like those that were entertained 


ber, 1800, the time having arrived when the electors 
must be chosen, tf chosen at all. 

Previous to this, to wit, on the 5th of Noy. a great. 
meeting of the “Federal Republicans of the city Phi- 
ladelphia” was held at the then politically famous 
“Dunuwoody’s” tavern, at which Thomas Fitzsimons 
was chairman. A long communication, to be ad- 
dressed to the senators from the district, was reported 
and agreed to. It maintained that the senate. was a 
component part of the législature—that the functions 


when discriminatory duties were laid to encourage the |of each branch were to be separately exercised—that 


commerce and navigation of the United States. 





PENNSYLVANIA ELECTION OF FLECTORS rv 1900. Hav- 
ing several times alluded to this famous case, which 


if the senate met the house of representatives in joint 
meeting, the power of the former would be lost, and, 
therefore, it was only “by @ concurrent vote. that the 





sense of the people, in the choice of electors, could be con- 


produced a greater degree of excitement in Pernsyl-| stifutionally conveyed!” “THE SENSE OF THE PROPLE!” 
tania than, perhaps, cyer before or since prevailed in! —but comment is not necessary 
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The session of the legislature being opened by an _— “‘Honesty is the best policy,” whether in reference 
address of the governor, calling the attention of the to the publie or private proceedings of persons. It 


members to the special business about which they. was the act above mentioned that gave to Pennsylva- 


had convened, the house of representatives passed a nia thet decided political character which she has 
bill to appoint the electors by a joint vote of the two held to this day. And, sooner or later, every attempt 
houses in convention, 55 to21, being the only manner made to deprive the people of any of their undoubted 
of appointment, by the legislature, known to the con- rights, (among which is surely that. of electing the 
stitution of the staie, unless in respect to the clerks electors of president and vice-president, if they please 
or other officers of the respective houses. Itis thus that: to claim it), will be ‘‘withered,” blasted and defeated, 
the election of astate treasurer is provided for. Thisi and given up to the execration and contempt of all 
bill was negatived in the senate—11 for,-13 against! men. The people are the sovereign, and they will 
it; and a proposition made that the electors should be’ be sovereign, let mancgement do what it may, or bands 
chosen by each house seperately—say scvyen by the se-| of senators unite as they will “to seve a falling world,” 
nators and eight by the representatives. This was| or “cheek the mad enthusicsm’” of freemen, their eqguais 
called a “noble stand,”’ and the thirteen were hailed! before Gop and the country. The people may err 
as “SAVIOURS OF THEIR CouNTRY;”’ and adding, that it) —perhaps have erred—but, in the name of common 
was an honorable instance of ‘‘Spartan virtue.” Hence} sense, of all that is rightful, just and true, who ane 
they were called the ‘“‘Sranran panp.”’ It was now| those that have authority to judge for them? Theirsena- 
believed that Mr. Adams would be re-elected presi-! tors and representatives?—Certainly not; the creature 
dent, end, in a calculation made out, he was aliowed | is infcrior to the cveator. There is no power over their 
79 votes, while only €0 were given to Mr. Jefferson. | will—there is no superior intelligence to direct them, 
The result, however, was that the latter received 73 | save that derived “from the sovEREIGN OF NATIONS, 
and his opponent 64 votes, notwithstanding the power! whose throne is the only throne” before which the 
of Pennsylvania was cut down to a single vote, as we; American citizen bows himself. Look at the state of 
shal] see below. Had this state voted as was custom-} things. John Ward Fenno, in 1800, thought it per- 
ary, Mr. Jefferson would have had 80 votes, and Mr. feetly right that the ‘deluded populace” of Pennsy!- 
Adams 57. vania should be checked by the ‘“‘Spartan band”’ ot 

The two houses being thus at issue, committees of} senators, acting against their will—and Mordecai M. 
conference were raised, but each party firmly main-| Noah, in 1824, has ventured on the same course: he 
tained its stand. Vhings had reached a degree of! is “areal friend of the people,” and so could not grant 
excitement that was fearfully felt by the considerate’ them what they ask! . Fenno, we know, had no ‘‘divine 
of all parties, and it appeared probable that the state | right” for his assumption, and those whom he sup- 
would not give any vote at all on the presidential) ported have passed away, remembered only for the 








question; ‘anc, even to this point, the senators were 
encouraged to persevere! It was said ‘‘what honest 
man would not pow glory in being ascnator from Penn- 
sylvania? what price is too great for the distinguish- 
ed honor?” 

Finaliy—the senate abandoned its original claim 
to a concurrent! rote, and agreed that the electors should 
be chosen by a joint vote, with the condition, however, 
that eight, of ihe fifteen persons to be voted for, should 


be named by the senate, and eight by the hcuse of re- | 


presentatives. The consequence was, that eight elec- 
tors were appointed who voted for Mr. Jefferson, and 
seyen who supported Mr. Adams. A letter from Lan- 
caster, dated Dec. 3, announcing the event, we find 


thus recorded in the Gazette of the United States of | 


the 5th, —“‘the presidential election is over. We had 
expected some jecobin votes for Mr. Adams, under the 


idea that all attempts to raise the Monticello chief 


would be useless. In this, however, we have been 
disappointed, and happily teo;—for 1 am of opinion 
that every thing supported by the mushroon patriots 
arill soon be withered beneath the shade of pelitical ortho- 
doxy. . 

“The Federal THIRTEEN deserve the praises and the 
blessings of all America. They have checked the mad 
enthusiasm of a deluded populace, and the wicked specula- 
tion of designing demagegues. On reviewing the recent 
aspect cf our political affairs, itsmay be figuratively 


suit, THEY [the thirteen senators!] HAVE SAVED! 
It is grateful to hear that, | 
so far from losing the esteem of their constituents, | 


A FALLING WORLD!!! 








violence of their proceedings and an inordinate ex- 
ertion of power against their fellow citizens: and } 
think that Mr. Noah will be rather puzzled to shew 
that he has any “holy” legation to preserve the people. 
of New-York from themselves—and the senate of tha# 
state, whom he calls upon te work out “the salvation 
of the state, probably the country,” will do well to exa- 
mine whether a refusal now to suffer the people to 
vote for electors of president, will not have the same 
subsiantial character as the act of the Pennsylvania 
Senators in 1800; seeing that, at the late election of 
senators and representatives, the citizens of New 
York clearly indicated their opposition to a legislative 
choice. Itis nota little remarkable, that the “Spar- 
tan band” were called the “‘saviours of their country” 
for intercepting the voice of the people, in the year 
above given; and that the senztors of New-York are 
called upon to effect the “‘salration of the country” by 
doing the same thing. Mr. Noah has seemingly taken 
a paragraph out of one of Fenno’s old papers! 

As before observed, I have no information as to 
whom the people of New-York would prefer for pre- 
sident, nor is this a matter of any sort of importance 
to the subject before us. It seems to be understood 
that they desire to have the power to elect whom thes 
Will, and this ground was supported even by the “Ad- 
vocate” and “‘Areus,’? when the late elections were 
about to take place. If confirmation of the fact i 
wanting, we have it in the bill that has passed the pe- 
pular branch of the legislature, one huwadred and ten 
against fre. By this bill, a complete majority of ail 


their conduct ts applauded by every real republican.”’| the votes is required to make a choice of electors, and 


It was thus that this violent measure was propped | 


and bolstered—but the imsulted maiestvy of the peo- 
.! -_ p 


thus it is certainly secured that the state will give a 


full and deeided vote on the presidential question.— 


ple of Pennsylvania, and the cool reilection of all ex-| What mere then this can the legislature do? Why, then, 
cept ultra partizans, began to act, and the preceed-, shall the right of voting by the people be withheld 
ing was regarded as a flagrant political cutrage. For} from them? Is it because they are incapable of judg- 
the fact was naked and evident, that the people of that, ing who shall please them best? Or is it that, if the 
greaf state, as well as their immediate representatives, ; power is retained by the legislature, there may be op- 
hod been deprived of their sufirages, by an acciden-! portunities of making bergains on the important sub- 
ial majority of persons in the senate who ‘felt pow-; ject? I cannot place such an imputation on a majority 
er ancé forzot richt”—who, armed with ‘‘a little brief, of the senators of New-York; but there is no reason- 
authority, played. such fantastie tricks before high| ing in the report made to that body to shew why the 
hearen 2s made the ai oe ls ween.” i legislative choice is better than a choice by the peo 
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le, and I must beiieve that no good reasen can be 
fered for it; unless, indeed, it is the wish of the 
eople that the manner of electing electors should 
ot be changed. If so, Ihave nothing to do with the 
matter, not being a citizen of the state; but, other- 
vise, the question inyolved is one of great national im- 
yortance, and its principle and practice should come 
ome toghe feelings of every republican in the United 
states. Im this respect, the condition of New-York is 
tifferent from that of Pennsylvania in 1800—the elec- 
ors in the first named state have been chosen by the 
egislature, but not under the present constitution or 
Hurm of government. , 

With these remarks, I shall retire from this sub- 
ject, in a belief that the people of New-York know 


wvhat it is best for themselves to do in their own affairs! 
‘ 





CHANGES OF opinion. The editor of the “National 
Advocate” says—‘Mr. Niles has written ten columns 
in his last Register, against the late caucus at Wash- 
ington. Tcould sum up his objections in a few words. 
“In 1812 1 wrote in favor of a caucus, and in 1824 I 
fiave written against it; has not a man a right to 
“So much 
ior Buckingham.”’ 

On which the editors of the “New York Patriot” 
pomark— 
~ “The report of the committee of the senate, against 
restoring to the people the right to choose electors, 
comprises some five or six columns of an ordinary siz- 
ed newspaper. We “could sum up their objections in a 
few words.” * The people ought not to have all they want.” 
in November, 1823, all those persons wrote and spoke 
in favor of giving to the people the choice of electors, 
and in February, 1824, they have written and spoken 
against it. Have not these men a right to change 
iheir opinions in a free country? So much for Noah.” 

And I myself may add— 

That I did not write ia faver of a caucus in 1812, 
\hough willing to tolerate the practice at a moment of 
great national peril. Jn war, the laws are silent. Gen. 
Jackson was not the friend of martial Jaw, yet he re- 
sorted to it and saved New Orleans:—and it was the 
epinion of the great body of the republicans in 1812, 
that the election of Mr. Madison, who had been named 
by the caucus, was indispensable to the preservation 
of the honor of our country, Are Messrs. Noah, Gales 
or Ritchie, (who have ail quoted, and I think unfairly, 
the article in the Reeister of the year stated), pre- 
pared to dispute this position? They cannot. Besides, 
that article depended on this principle—‘that when 
MEASURES and not MEN are the object,’ a caucus might 
ve expedient, necessary, and justifiable—and I believe 


sosull. But the minority ofa sect, when even aiming 
at measures, must not dictate to the majority either as 
to {hose measures or the men that shali seem best fit- 
However, the deep intrigue 
in 1816, which Messrs. Gales and Seaton so severely 
deprecated at the time, which they and others spoke 
of in such indignant terms, as a conspirecy and cabal 
—sickened me with caucussing, and aifurded just as 
good a reason for a change of opinion, had I been fa- 
yorable to the practice, (which I was not), as the dis- 
coveries of Columbus furnished the people of the old 
world with, to believe in the existence of the conti- 


ed to give them effect. 


nent which we now inhabit. 


There are many matters and things, as well as per- 
sons, about whom I have changed my opinion in a 
For in- 
stance, once was the warm political friend of 4aren 
Burr—but when | found out that he had entered into 
covenant with the enemies of Thomas Jefferson and 
of the republican party, he lost my good will, both as a 
politician and a.znan: and I have also changed my 
opinion of Mr. Noah himself, on several accounts; 
but it is only necessary to mention one reason for it 
just now, that, ot cf his own words, he may be con- 


much less space of time than twelve years. 


eet aed 


demned. He now cracks up the caucus system as it 
fallible—though it is not long since that he said, 

“As to Peter Sharpe, no one who knows him has 
any confidence in his political honesty. Without @ 
caucus nomination, Sharpe never could have been elected @ 
ward constable in this city.” 

Now this ‘Peter Sharpe” is an amiable and much 
esteemed inhabitant of the city of New York, who has 
several times been one of its representatives in the 
state legislature, and was once speaker of the house of 
assembly; who was a delegate to the convention to ree 
vise the constitution of N. York, and now is one of the 
representatives from that state in the congress of the 
United States; a gentleman who, until lately, receiv 
ed the unqualified commendations of Mr. Noah, who 
talks about ‘‘political honesty,” and says that he, the 
said Mr. Noah, being a “real friend of the people,” 
would not give them what they might ask for, being 
a better judge of what is suited to their condition than 
they themselves are! 

Tue yews. An article, dated Warsaw, December © 
20, 1823, says—“The Jewish Rabbis and Elders have 
met in general assembly at Platskow, and have decid- 
ed that the celebration of the Sabbath shali be chang 
ed to Sunday.””» We know not how to believe this, 
seeing the tenacity with which the Jews adhere to 
the customs of their fathers. 3 





PRESIDENTIAL. 

The late caucus at Washington was composed of 
“democratic members” of congress, and they are 
said to have made a “‘regular nomination of republi- 
can candidates” for president and vice president— 
how is it then, that the only ‘‘federal” state in the union 
little Delaware, is always put down by the friends o 
caucus as the supporter of the “democratic” cau- 
cus? But the vote of this state is uncertain; and it 
is, no doubt, a fact, that, ifthe people are permitted to 
elect the electors, that they will not vote for the caucus 
candidates. But the republican members of the le» 
gislature, being opposed to the “regular nomination,” 
may be sufficient, with the aid of some of the “fede- 
ralists,’’ who do not approve of it, to cause the appoin® 
ment of electors of a different character from that 
which it has been 4 te they would have. In- 
deed, it would be one of the strangest things that ever 
happened in politics to find the ‘‘federal” state of Dg- 
laware supporting a ‘‘democratic nomination.” 

If the newspapers are to ve regarded as indexes of 
public opjnion, neyer was any political measure quite 
so unpopular in the United States as the late meeti 
of the members of congress in caucus, notwithstand- 
ing some of the great editers who, it was thought, 
could guide public opinion, are yet, for a season, en- 
gaged in the labor of Sysiphus. 

The Albany Daily Adxertiser gives the following as 
an exhibit of the strength of parties in the assembly 
and senate of that state, which the editor seems tore- 
ly on as bejng correet— 

Assembly—Adams, 51—-Crawford, 45—Clay, 15-—~ 
Calhoun, 1}—Jackson, 6—Total, 128. 

Senatew-Adams, 10—Crawford, 16—Calthoun, 3— 
Clay, 3—Total, 32. 

And between Mr. Adams and Mr. Crawford, should 
the friends of the other candidates abandon the idea 
of success, it is estimated that Adams will have $2, 
and Crawford 7$—total, 160. ' 


Pennsylvania. The delegates appointed by the de- 
mocratic republicans of this state, met at el 
on the 4th inst. All the counties were represeute 
but four, and the- amount of delegates present was 
one hundred and twenty-five. Jacob Holgate, of Phi- 
ladelphia county, was appointed president, Jacob 
Spangler and William Wilkins, vice presidents, ang 
Timctlry Burnside and Wilson Smith, secretaries. 
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After some preparatory proceedings, as to the quali- 
fications of the delegates, &c. a resolve was offered 
approving of the nomination of Messrs. Crawford 
and Gallatin, at Washington, and the yeas and nays 
being required, two voted for it, and-one hundred and 
twenty-three against it. Mr. Roberts then proposed 
that the electors to be nominated should not be pledg- 
ed to the support of any particular persons—lost, yeas 
5,nays 120. A resolution then prevailed for the sup- 
port of Andrew Jackson—124 for, and one against it. 
It was proposed to put off the nomination of a vice- 
president—lost, 33 for, 92 agaist it; and the result of 
the vote was, for John C. Calhoun 87; Henry Clay 
10; Albert Gallatin 10; William Findlay 8; John Tod 
8; Danic] Montgomery 1.* After some other pro- 
ceedings the convention adjourned till 8 o’clock the 
next morning—when, all the members being present, 

Mr. G. B. Porter, from the committee appointed 
for that purpose, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this convention disapprove and con- 
demn the late caucus of a minority of the republican 
members of congress at Washingtdn, at which Wil- 
liam H. Crawford was nominated for president, and 
Albert Gallatin for vice president, as it was a flagrant 
departure from the established usage of the republi- 
can parity, being held by a minority, contrary to the 
known wishes and sentiments of a large majority of 
the democratic members of congress, and in total 
disregard and contempt of the voice of the people; 
this convention cannot consider that caucus as held 


-with a view to promote the harmony of the party by 


uniting upon the most deserving for the office of pre- 
sident, but with the single view to promote the inte- 
rest and success of William H. Crawford, one of the 
candidates only, and in the vain hope that the Ame- 
rican people might be thus deceived into a belief that 
he was the regular democratic candidate. 

And on the question, will the conventicn agree to 
the same, it was determined in the affirmative, by 
nearly an unanimous vote; [two votes only in the ne- 
gative.] 

Mr. Porter, from the same committee, further re- 


ported the foilowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the present alarming crisis demands 
a chief magistrate, around whom the nation would 
rally, with unbounded confidence, in the hour of dan- 
ger; a patriot tried and distinguished in the counci! 
and in the field. Without detracting from the ac- 
knowledged merits of the other candidates, no one is 


- $0 pre-eminently possessed of these qualifications as 


general ANpREW Jackson. We rest his nomination 
upon his own superior merits and strong claims upon 
the gratitude of his country, and not upon the weak- 
ness of his opponents. An able advocate and judge, 
a distinguished legislator and governor, an incorrupti- 
ble patriot, a skilful, brave and successful general, 
and an enlightened statesman; at the early age of 14, 
he was a soldier of the revolution, a wounded pri- 
soner ina British prison; and, during the late war, he 
toiled threugh hardships, through fatigue and danger 
in the service of hiscountry. We do, therefore, ear- 
nestly recommend general ANprew Jackson for the 
first office in the gift of the American people. 

And on the question, will the convention adopt this 
resolution, it was unanimously determined in the af- 
firmative. 


The same committee also reported the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the signal services and unsullied de- 
mocracy of Joun C. Carinooun, his enlightened views 
of national policy, and fearless devotion to the public 
good, have made him the candidate of the state of 





*it is said that those who did not vote for Mr. Cal- 
houn were instructed to vote for others, before it was 


known that Mr. C’s friends had waived his claims to 
the higher station. 
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Pennsylvania for the office of vice president; and that 
the electors be instructed to support this illustriou 


statesman, this sincere friend of Jackson and of hig r 
country. = oP 
And on the question, will the convention adopt they 
resolution, it was unanimously determined in the af he 
firmative. - ayo 
On motion, the convention preceeded to the selec.ag 4 
tion of electors of president and vice president. try 
The following gentlemen were duly nominated andj Nie 
recommended for the suffrages of the democratic re. “| 
publicans of Pennsylvania: fa 
Thomas Leiper, Philadelphia city; Isaac Smith, Ly- oof 
coming; John Boyd, Erie; Cromwell Pearce, Chester, (0 
Philip Peltz, Philadelphia county; Alexander M’Cara- se 
her, do.; Joseph Engle, Delaware; James Ankrin, i. 
Laneaster; Henry Scheetz, Montgomery; Adam Rit. Gn 
scher, Lebanon; Peter Addams, Berks; John Fogle, hr 
Lehigh; John Pugh, Bucks; Daniel Raub, Northamp.%@ ,, . 
ton; Adam Light, Union; William Thompson, Sus.§ a 
quehanna; Asa Maim, Tioga; Adam King, York; Da- * 


niel Shaffer, Adams; Abraham Adams, Perry; Philip 
Benner, Centre; John Rush, Somerset; Valentine 
Giesey, Fayette; John Reed, Washington; Charles sal 
Kenney, Allegheny; William Beatty, Butler; Jamesq§ ;, 
Murray, Westmoreland; James Duncan, Mercer. | 
A committee was then appointed to draft an address re 
to the citizens of the United States, and a general/ 
committee of correspondence raised, &c. Y 


Virginia. The editer.of the “Richmond Phenix” 
publishes a long table, foundéd-upon the late legisla- @ ¥ 
tive caucns, to shew the strength of the white popu- Ry 
lation of the several counties of the state, as suppased c 
to be represented in said caucus, in favor or against @ FE 

( 

‘ 
‘ 
‘ 





the election of Mr. Crawford, placing opposite the 
name of each member of the legislature the amount 
of such persons in his county. 


The general result is 
given as follows: 


White population. 
15 counties against Mr. Crawford, so far 


as any opinion was expressed 99,228 
43 ditto divided, (es above) 242,768 
43 ditto, and 4 boroughs, (for Mr. C.) 263,305 


On which he says—*we are not authorized to con- | 
elude that a majority of the people of Virginia prefer | 
William H. Crawford for president.” 

Mississippi. Two sets of electors are already named 
in this state—one favorable to Mr. Adams, the other 
to general Jackson. The gentlemen on both tickets 
are highly respectable. 


-— ~-. 


PorerGn news. The wheat crop of last year, in & 
Engiand, is stated to have been a very short one, even 
shorter than that of 1816; and the probability of open- 
ing the ports for the admission of: foreign grain, for 
domestic consumption, is spoken of as a probable 
event. The average price of wheat is now about 8s. 
2d. per bushel. It must rise to 10s. before the peo- 
ple will be allowed to eat bread made out of foreign 
wheat, though they might purchase it at one fourth of 
that price. 5c} Later accounts say that the price of 
bread stuffs had fallen. 

A British frigate lately arrived at Bermuda from 
England, with 300 convicts, to be employed on the 
public works of that island. The great expense of 
sending such persons to New Holland, and some un- 
popularity of the penitentiary system, has led toa re- 
sort to the old practice of sending felons out of the 
country. : 

An account from Valparaiso, under date of October © 
30, says that the patriot army in Peru, under general 7 
Santa Cruz, 7,000 strong, has been attacked, defeated 
and dispersed by the Vice-roy and gen. Valdez, whose 
forces were only 5,000. The patriots lost 4,000 men, 
and all their baggage, arms, and stores of every kind. 
We cannot give credence to this statement- 
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The people of the island of Madagascar are making 
rapid advances in civilization under their king Rada- 
ma—he has abolished infanticide and established pub- 
lic schools throughout the island—many Madagascar 
youths are at present in London, learning trades and 
manufactures, to introduce hereafter into their coun- 
try such industrious. habits as may insure the certain 
progress of the people to the early acquirement of all 
the arts of civil society. 

Cochin China. A letter recently received from this 
country, says—‘‘From the western part of the city, 
(of Saigon,) a river or canal has Been recently cut, 
(indeed it was scarcely finished when we arrived 
there,) twenty three English miles long, connecting 
with a branch of the Cambodia, which is called by the 
Onamese Coumaigne. This canal is twelve feet deep 
throughout; about eighty feet wide, and was cut 
through immense forests and morasses, in the short 
space of six weeks. Twenty-six thousand men were 
employed, night and day, by turn, in this stupendous 
lives sacrificed by 
fatigue, and consequent disease. The banks of this 
canal are already planted with the palmaia tree, which 
is a great favorite with the Onamese.” 

Mexico. The following extract of a letter, from a 
respectable American gentleman, resident at Mexico, 
dated January 7, 1824, is copied from the ‘National 
Gazette” — 

“The English commissioners, three in number, 
Harvey, Ward and O’Gorman, with a consul general 
and consuls for Vera Cruz and Acapulco, are in this 
city. The second leaves here in a few days for 
England, and takes with him such a favorable ac- 
count of the situation of affairs here, that there is no 
doubt the independence will be acknowledged by 
Great Britain, and that she will prevent the other 
European powers from meddling with us. They are 
delighted With Mexico and the reception they have 
met with. All they asked was the abolition of the 
slave trade, which has already been done away—no 
commercial privileges or interference in the form of 
government: leaving the people of this country at 
liberty to adopt what they think most conducive to 
their welfare and prosperity.” 

Later—London papers of the the 20th Jan. have 
been received at Boston. The extracts from them 
are unimportant. It seems to be admitted that the Bri- 
tish are collecting their forces in the Mediterranean 
to humble ‘runis, because the Bey has refused to disa- 
vow the act of one of his officers, who impressed cer- 
tain Grecks out of a British merchant vessel, as here- 
tofore mentioned. 

It is said that both Spain and Portugal are determin- 
ed to try to regain their Jate South American posses- 

sions—but neither, of itself, has the means of accom- 
plishing any thing. Itis repeated that France is un- 
der treaty to assist Spain, and the report now is that 
the Balearic islands have been ceded as the quid pro 
quo. 

Accounts from Bayonne present us with a horrible 
picture of the stateof Spain. The priests who rais- 
ed the storm against the constitutionalists, cannot ar- 
restit. The liberals are every where insulted, injur- 
ed or assassinated, and their property destroyed. 

The Greeks appear to be doing well. The British 
at Corfu begin to regard them with a more favorable 
eye; anddeputies were about to proceed to London. 
A London paper of the 20th Jan. says—‘‘Letters from 
Constantinople of the 13th ult. give a very favorable 
picture of the prospects of the Greeks, as founded 
upon the disunion of the Turks respecting the mode 
of operation against them. The Divan having, after 
a discussion of nearly a month’s duration, resolved 
upon sending the grand vizier against the Greeks, 
armed with full powers by the Sultan, had caused 
their decision to be made known through private 


justified by a state of extreme peril. 


— 


ascertained the state of public feeling, on account of 
the great objection which the Turks have to the 
grand vizier’s quitting the capital, and which arises 
from a superstitious notion that such a step is only 
The communi- 
cation had, it appears, met with the most decided ob- 
jections, and the Janissaries had even proceeded to 
outrage. It was, therefore, imagined that the intention 
would be abandoned. 

Latest. From London papers to the fifteenth of Feb. 
received at New York, by an arrival from Liverpool 
in 21 days. 

The British king’s speech is given below. In the 
house of lords, on the 9th of February, the marquis of 
Lansdowne gave notice, that in March he would, if 
not anticipated by his majesty’s ministers, in their 
lordships’, or in the other house of parliament, move 
an humble address to his majesty, praying him to take 
such measures as may be necessary for the recognition 
of the provinces of South America which have sepa- 
rated themselves from Spain. Sir James Macintosh 
gave a similar notice in the house of commons. 

The number of seamen to be raised the present year 
is 29,000—of marines 9,000. The whole increase of 
the force will be 4,000 men. 

It is contemplated to send out a large ecclesiastical] 
establishment to the West Indies, with two bishops at 
its head, for Jamaica and Barbadoes. 

A British squadron having visited Tunis, the ia- 
pressed Greeks were given up, and other concessions 
made 

Sir Thomas Maitland, governor of the Ionian Is- 
lands, is dead—Sir Frederick Adam has been ap- 
pointed lord high commissioner, and the marquis of 
Hastings to be governor of Malta. 

The debates in the British parliament are interest- 
ing—but we have not room or time to insert them now. 
In reply to some remarks of Mr. Brougham, Mr. Can- 
ning said—‘‘The question of separation between the 
parent state and its colonies had always been opcr 
to the interference of foreign powers; and the ques- 
tion as to Spain and her colonies was to be considered 
without reference to the state of Spain herself. Were 
we to judge from what had taken place in the case of 
our own colonies, the rule of conduct would be obvi- 
ous. He was ready to admit, with the president of 
the United States, that foreign powers had no right to 
interfere between Spain and her colonies; but it did 
not follow that Spain had no right to recover those 
colonies by force of arms. The speech from the 
throne only declared that the government held itself 
unfettered, and would act in the manner best adapted 
to promote the interests of the country. Time had been 
left to Spain to acknowledge the independence of 
her colonies;and we had stood aloof till the intention 
of Spain should be made known. 

American stocks, at London, on the 14th of Feb. 
Three per cents, 763; sixe , for 1813, 964; for 1814, 
99 a 100; for 1815, 102; sevens, 944 a 95; New York 
fives 98 a 99; do, sixes, 107 a 110; U. S. bank shares, 
1.23 10s. 

The king of Spain has acknowledged himself in- 
debted to his brother of France, in the sum of thirty- 
four millions of franes; it is said, however, that no 
mortgage has been giyen for the payment of it. The 
French armies in Spain are now very important and 
useful in protecting the constitutionalists, whom the 
lately opposed, from the fury of the royalists. It is 
not decided whether the, loans of the cortes will be 
recognized. The king of France has loaned his Siiss 
euards to king Ferdinand. Certain persons are peti- 
tioning for a ré-establishment of the inquisition. The 
French army in Spain is said to be 60,000 or 70,000 
strong. 

Smyrna is actually invested by the Greeks—they 
have established themselves in Chio and Mytelene. 





channels, not daring to do so publicly until they had 


Supplies of money, &c. have reached Greece from 
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England and Germany. Two printing presses have 
been established at Missolunghi, each of which issue 
journals. Odysseus was carrying on asuccessful war 
in Rubwea. The castle of Patras was severely press- 
éd. Macrocordato had laid siege to Lepanto. The 
Turks in Minor Scio had been routed and driven to 


the castie, which was closely invested, and it was be- | 


lieved that Scio will soon be again in the hands of the 
Greeks—a dreadful retaliation is expected, 

The European consuls, at Smyrna, addressed, on 
the 10th December, a remonstrance to the senate of 
Ipsara, cautioning them to desist froman attack. The 

rimates gave an answer on the 8th, in which was 
Re following passage: ‘‘iVe also think ourselves 

obliged to add, that, according tothe right of war, we 
shali never fail to pursue the Turks in every part of 
our dominion. If they, in consequence of being irri- 
tated against us, persecute the Christian rayas, (sub- 
jects of the porte), and the Europeans, that will only 

roceed from their barbarity, which tramples under 

oot all the rights of humanity, and ail the laws of civi- 
lized Europe, which can, if it think proper, protect by 
force the lives and honor of all Christians; and we 
feel pursuaded that it will do so, without exacting 
from us, the declared’ enemies of the Turks, any sacri- 
fices.”. The primates demanded finaliy, an annua! 
tribute from the city of Smyrna, if they wished not to 
‘have their tranquility troubied for the future. 

British King’s speech to both houses of parliament. 
HOUSE OF LORDS, FEB. 3. 

This day parliament was opened by commission, 
his majesty’s health not permitting him to do it in 

rson, though we are sincerely happy in being able 
to state, that his majesty’s progress towards recovery 
continues to be most favorable. , 

At about half past two o’clock the royal commission- 
ers, lords Liverpool, Eldon, Bathurst, &c. took their 
seats in their robes, according to the customary prac- 
tice. | 

A message was then sent to the house of commons, to 
require the attendance of that house below the bar, 
to hear his majesty’s speech read: in a few minutes, 
the speaker, followed by a considerable body of 
members, presented himself at the bar. 

The lord chancellor then read his majesty’s speech, 
which was as follows: 

“My lords and gentlemen: We are commanded, by 


gret, that, in consequence of indispositien, he is pre- 
yented from meeting you, in parliament, upon the 
present occasion. 

“It would have been a peculiar satisfaction to his 


relies upon your continued endeavors to secure th. 
| welfure and happines of that part of the united king 
dom. 

“His majesty has commanded us further to inforn 
_ you, that he has every reason to believe that the pro. 
gress of our internal prosperity aivd improvement wil 


abroad. 

“His majesty continues to receive from the powers 
his allies, and generally from all princes and states 
‘assurances of their earnest desire to maintain an: 
cultivate the relations of friendship with his majesty, 
and nothing is omitted, oi his majesty’s part, as we'll 
to preserve general peace vs to remove-any causes 0! 
disagreement, and to draw closer the bonds of amit: 
between other nations and Great Britain. : 

“The negociations which have been so long carries 
!on through his majesty’s ambassador at Constantino- 

ple, for the arrangement of differences between Bus. 
sia and Ottoman porte, are, as his majesty datters 
himself, drawing near to a favorable terimination. 

“A convention has been concluded between his ma- 
jesty and the eraperor of Austria, for the settlement o! 





Vienna. 
| “Elis majesty has directed that a copy of this con- 


| vention shail be laid before you, and he relies on your 


assistance for the execution of some of its provisions. 


‘““Anxiously as his majesty depreeated the com- 
mencement of the war in Spain, he is every day more 
statished, that,in the strict neutrality which he de- 
termined to observe in that contest, (and which you 
so cordially approved), he best consulted the true in- 
terests of his people. 

“With respect to the provinces of America, which 
have declared their separation from Spain, his ma- 
jesty’s conduct has been open and consistent, and his 
opinions have been, at ail times, frankly avowed to 
Spain and to other powers. 

“His majesty has appointed consuls to reside at the 
principal ports and places of those provinces for the 
protection of the trade of his subjects. 

‘“‘As to any further measures, his majesty has re- 
served to himself an unfettered discretion, to be ex 
-ercised as the circumstances of those countries ant 
the interests of his own people may appear to his ma- 


, ;, , . | jesty to require. 
his majesty, toexpress to you his majesty’s deep re- ‘tnt 


“Gentlemen of the hovse of commons:—His majesty 
has directed us to inform you, that the estimates for 
the year are prepared, and shall be forthwith laid be- 
fore you. 





majesty to be enabled, in person, to congratulate you 
on the prosperous condition of the country, 


“Fhe numerous points at which, under present cir- 


jeumstanees, his majesty’s naval force is necessarily 


“Trade and commeree are extending themselves | distributed, are the occasion whith has arisen for 


both at home and abroad, 
“An increasing activity pervades almost every | 
branch of manufacture. 
“The growth of the revenue is such as not only to | 
sustain public credit, and to prove the unimpaired | 


strengthening his garrisons in the Weet indiés, have 


rendered unavoidable some aucmentation of his es- 
tablishments, by sea and land. 

“His majesty has, however, the cratification of be- 
lieving that, notwithstanding the increase of expense 


not be disturbed by any interruption of trauquility§ 


the pecuniary claims of the country upon the court ot } 


productiveness of our resources, but, (what is yet| incident to these augmentations, it will still be in your 
more gratifying to his majesty’s feelings), to evince a/ Po'ver, {ter providing for the services of the year, to 
diffusion of comfort among the great body of the peo- | meke arrangements in some parts of our system of 


le. 
p ‘“‘Acriculture is emerging from the depression un- 
der which it labored, and, by the steady operation of 
natural causes, is gradually re-assuming the station 
to which its importance entitles it among the great 
interests of the nation. i 

“At no former period has there prevailed through- 
out all classes of the community in this island, a 
more cheerful spirit of order, or a more just sense of 
the advantages which, under the blessings of Provi- 
dence, they enjoy. 

“In Ireland, which has for some time past been the 
subject of his majesty’s particular solicitude, there 
are many indications of amendment, and his majesty 


| taxation which may afford relief to certain important 
branches of the nationai industry. 


“My lords and gentlemen: His majesty has com- 
manded us to acquaint you, that he has not been inat- 
tentive to the desire expressed by the house of com- 


} 
! 
i 
| 
' 
} 
' 
| 


;mons in the last session of parliament, that means 


should be devised for ameliorating the condition of 
the negro slaves in the West Indies. 

‘“Flis majesty has directed the necessary informa- 
tion relating to this subject to be laid before you. 

“His majesty is confident that you will afford your 
best attention and assistance to any proposition which 
may be submitted to you, for promoting the moral 
improvement of the negroes, by ari extended plan of 
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religious instruction, and by such other measures as, them. The subiimest spectacle that we can enimy, is 
may gradually conduce to the same end. { to contemplate our fellow man expiaining and t whe 
“But his majesty earnestly recommends to you to ing, by reason and argument, the truth “that Col: 
treat the whole subject with the calmness and discre- | agreement is the only legitimate source of political por. 
tion which it demands. When a nation is penetrated with this truth, its iiverty 
“To excite exaggerated expectations in those who is placed beyond the reach of force or f raud. 
are the objects of your benevolence, would be as fatal! ‘Under such governments, we may fondly hope to 
io their welfare as to that of their cmployers. |see the people of this continent deyoted only to those 
“And his inajesty assures himself you will bear in Hacts which sive comfort. and enjoyment to domestic 
mind, that where the correction of a long standing and lite, and the highest polish to intellectual improve- 
complicated system, and the safety of large classes of |ment. It has long, indeed, been the doctrine of des-. 
his majesty’s subjects are involved, that course of | pots, that the arts of peace are too limited to fll the 
proceeding alone is likely to attainspractieal good, and | employments of man; and their sincerity in this doc- 
io avoid aggravation of evil, in which regard shail be | trine has been manifested by the slaughter of millions 


paid to considerations of justice, and in which caution 
ehall temper zeal.”’ 


wR _ AC P Peer see: 





"he United States and Colombia. 


‘Translated from the Gazette of Colombia, published 
at Bogota, December 21st, 1$23.} 


Forricn recations.— The first minister of the United | 


—Let it, then, be the high duty of those who guide 
the destinies of the American republics, by abstaining 
from every hostile collision, to demonstrate the false- 
hood of a principle so mortifying to good men, and 
consolatory only to tyrants. Time has not yet, indecd, 
permitted us to see, in its full extent, the efeet which 
the principles of government evolved on the Ameri- 
can continent, may have on the habits or the practices 





of man; but enough ha’ already been disclosed to 


States of America to the republic of Colombia—The hon. | cheer the friends of peace and to animate them to 


Ricuarp S. ANperson arrived in this capital on the 
10th instant; and, after the usual communications 
with the department of foreign affairs, the 16th inst. 
nthalf past eleven, A. M. was appointed for present- 
ing, personally, his credentials of minister plenipo- 
tentiary to the exeentive. On thatday the secretary 
of state and foreign alfairs, directed Senr. Lopez, 
one of the officers of that department, to wait upon 
Mr. Anperson, and accompany him tothe palace. 

Qn his entrance, the grards paid him the appro- 
priate honors. Mr. Anderson, having reached the 
office of foreign affairs, Senr. Gual received him, and 


expressed to him the great pleasure which he experi- | 


enced in seeing, in this capital, a citizen so distin- 
guished: he immediately introduced him to many 
zentlemen of the high court, of the senate, of the 
house of representatives, and other officers ef state 
who were present. Mr. Anderson then presented 
Vir. Bullitt, his private secretary. 

At the anpointed hour, the secretary of state and 
foreign relations conducted Mr. Anderson to the prin- 


cipalsaloon of the palace, where his exccliency, the | 


vice president, with the other secretaries, was wait- 
ine his arrival. In the outer saloon, was the com- 
randing general of the department, with a splendid 
assemblare of all the officers who were in the capital. 
immediately on Mr. Anderson’s being presented to 
the vice president, he addressed him as follows: 

“Mr. President: The president of the United States, 
nnimated by an ardent wish to continue the relations 


of perfect harmony and generous friendship between | 


our respective countries, has commanded me to give 
the most satisfactory expression to the liberal] feel- 
ings which he, as well as the people of the United 
States, must ever entertain towards the institutions of 
freedom in every country. I tender to you his anxious 
wishes for the restoration of peace to this republic, 
and prosperity to its citizens. My own admiration of 
the liberal institutions of Colombia, and of the glori- 
ous manner in which they have been created and sus- 
tained, affords the surest pledge of the sincerity of my 
sentiments. If this mission shall have the happy et- 
fect of giving solidity and duration to the harmonious 
teclinzs ef our countrymen, it will bea source of un- 
affected joy to every friend of free government. 

“It is on this continent, and in this age, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that man has been awakened to the long lost 
truth that, under heaven, he is capable of governing 
himself; that God has not given to him in vain the port 
and intellect of ahuman being. Every motive that can 
operate on a good man, urges him to cherish the in- 
stitutions founded on the development of tlrese truths, 
and to nourish the principles which can alone sustain 


[new vigilance in cherishing those principles which, 
| abjuring war and bloodshed, lead only to peace. 


‘In conclusion, Jet me say that, while the estab- 
lishment of this republic gives to the worid 2 mos! 
brilliant example of the triumph of valor and of vir- 
tte, so may it continue to succeeding generations, an 
iustrious monument of the omnipotence of truth 
and a good cause.” 

Having concluded, Mr. -nderson delivercd to tlie 
vice president his credential letters of minister pleni- 
_potentiary of the United States; and his excellency, 
,on reading them, congratulated him on his safe arri- 
val in the capital of the republic, saying, among other 
\things, ‘‘that, as the United States had always been 
the great luminary which the inhabitants of this part 
‘of America had held in view during their conflicts, so 
‘now they, and particularly the people and govern- 
|ment of the republic of Colombia, would delight to 
‘express tothe classic land of American liberty the 
high esteem which they had ever entertained for its 
‘government and political institutions, and their de- 





sire to improve and draw still more closely the frieni- 
ily relations which happily exist between the tivo na- 
tions. 

The ceremony being concluded, Mr. Anderson was 
about to retire, when the vice-president descended 
from his seat, approached him, and again addressed 
him in the most cordial manner. In this fami!iar in- 
| terview, they mutually expressed, with the createst 
freedom, the patriotic sentiments inspired by the in- 
teresting occasion. When Mr. Anderson retired, the 
guards of the palace paid him the same honors which 
(had been shewn to Inm on his entrance, and he was 
accompanied to his residence by three officers of the 
department of foreign affairs. 

! 


| The arrival of the first minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States in the capital of Colombia, cannot 
‘fail to inspire the most pleasing sensations in the 
bosom of every friend of liberty. This pleasure is 
‘greatly augmented, when it is remembered, that Mr. 
_Anderson is a citizen distinguished for every estima: 
(ble quality,and especially for a sincere, frank, 2nd 
liberal character. Mr. Anderson, after having sup- 
ported in his own country, with the greatest zeal, the 
{cause of the new American states, now comes to reside 
among us, with the hith character of minister pleni- 
potentiary, and to prefect the work of the friends of 
American freedom. We venture to anticipate the 
happiest results from a mission directed by the freest 
government on earth, and received by another, which, 
though young in the glorious career it has undertaken, 
devotes afl its vigilance and exertion to the happiness 
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of the virtuous people who have established it. Let, 


then, order and love of the constitution, and obedi- 
ence to the laws, reign among us, and Colombia will, 
in a few years, be as happy as the land of Washington 
and Franklin. 








Legislature of New York. 


IN SENATE, FEB. 26. 

Report of the select commitice on the electoral laws. 

Mr. Dudley, from the select committee, to whom 
was referred so much of his excellency the governor’s 
message, as relates to the choice of electors of presi- 
dent and vice-president, and the engrossed biil from 
the honorable the assembly, prescribing the time and 
manner of choosing electors of president and vice- 
president of the United States, reported as follows, to 

it: 

That, under a deep conviction of the great impor- 
tance of this subject, as it regards the interests of this 
state, and as it may effect the harmony of the union, 
they have, with much care and to the best of their abi- 
lity, examined the suggestions made by his excellency 
the governor, and aiso the provisions contained in the 
bill from the honorable the assembly, and submit 
the following as the resuit of their labors. 

By an examination into the principles ofour nation- 
al government, it will be seen, that, under the old con- 
federation, each state had equal power; but in contri- 
butions and sacrifices to support it, each shared ac- 
cording to its ability. This possession of equal au- 
thority by the small states, and the imposition of un- 
equal burthens upon the large ones, were fruitful 
sourees of discontent to the latter, and contributed, in 
no small degree, te the adoption of the constitution of 
the United States, in which the opposite pretensions 
of small and large states were adjusted upon the prin- 
ciples of reciprocal rights and duties. 

This compromise was happily effected by a species 
of double compact, by an association of the people, 
and aconfederacy of the states. By this combination, 
most, ifnot all, of the essential acts of government, re- 
sult from the jointagency of the people as associated 
individuals, and of the states as independent bodies. 
The senate is the guardian of state rights, and the 
house of representatives of the people’s rights. With- 
out the mutual consent of these guardians, no jaw can 
be passed, and no sovereign authority exercised. The 

game principle of compromise between the states as 
independent political bodies, and the people as an ‘as- 
sociation of individuals, with co-equal rights and pow- 
ers, is preserved in the provisions of the constitution 
relative to the choice of president and vice-preside nt. 
in achoice by the electors, the smaller states give a 
greater vote than the larger ones, in proportion to their 
population; yet population is regarded to a considera- 
ble extent in regulating the number of electors, to 
which any state may beentitled. If reference is made 


a 


sure them the greatest influence in the election of 
these magistrates. 

The committee propose in the first place, to en- 
quire whether the constitution of the United States 
restricts the legislatures of the respective states in 
their choice of the various modes of appointing elec- 
tors, which have at any time been in use in any of the 
states; and then to consider the advantages and de- 
fects of each, with a view to determine which ought 
to be the object of their preference. 

An opinion has been expressed, that the constitu- 
tion of the United States gives to the people alone of 
each state, the right to choose its electors, and that 
the interference of the state legislatures, any further 
than to prescribe the manner in which the people 
are to exercise this right, is a dangerous usurpation 
of authority. A cursory examination of this opinien 
cannot, in the judgment of the commitee, fail to con- 
vince every intelligent and unbiassed mind, that as a 
constitutional objection against the appointment of 





foundation. 


Thé first section of the second article of the eo:- 
stitution of the United States, declares that “‘each state 
shall appoint in such manner as the legislatures thereof may 
direct, a number of electors equal to the whole number 
of senators and representatives to which the state 
may be entitled in the congress.” This language is 
plain and explicit, and by no fair construction can it 
be considered mandatory upon the state legislatures 
to direct the choice of electors to be made by the peo- 
pie; at the time this language was incorporated into 
the federal constitution, the states were free, sove- 
reign and independent political communities, and 
performed most of their acts, as such, by their re- 
spective legislatures; by these legislatures, in most in- 
siances, if not in all, the delegates to the congress as- 
sembled under the articles of confederation, were 
chosen; they derived their authority to make this 
choice of delegates from expressions in the articles 
of contederation very similar to those in the United 
States constitution, which, as the committee maintain, 
vests in these legislatures, at this time, the right of 
appointing the electors, if upon principies of sound po- 
licy they choose to exerciseit. The first section of 
the fifi article of confederation provides, that “de- 
lezates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the 
legislature of each state shall direct.” This power in the 
state to appoint delegates in such manner as the le- 
gislature suouid direct, was construed to give the le- 
gislature itself the right to appoint, and the legislature 
of each state exercised this right, without the impu- 
tation, or the suspicion of overleaping the bounds of 
its legitimate authority. 

The committee are persuaded that, if the framers of 
the constitution intended that the right of choosin 
electors should have been exclusively confided to the 





people, they would have given this power to them in 


to the population of states only, the smaller ones, in| the same explicit manner that they gave to them the 


any mode that can be adopted by the state legisiatures, | 


choice of representatives. ‘The house of represen- 


will possess a decided advantage over the larger. |} tatives,’’ says the second section o: the first article of 


Rhode Island, with eighty-three thousand inhabitants, 
has four electors, while Neie York with a population of | 
one million three hundred and seventy-three thousand 
souls, can have but thirty-six electoral votes, 





To have an influence in the choice of electors of | 
president, proportionate to that of Rhode Isiand, de-| 
termined by the standard of population, New-York | 
would be-entitled to sixty-six clectors. The large 
states, therefore, having much less authority, relatively 
to their numbers, in the choice of president and vice- 
president, will be the more strongly inclined to ex- 
ercise ail the authority they constitutionally possess in! 
the most available way. They will be urged by the; 
suggestions of sound policy, and by 2 laudable Gefer- | 
ence to state rights, to select from the different modes 
of appointing electors, the one which promises to in-{ 





the constitution, ‘‘shall consist of members chosen every 
second year BY TUE PEOPLE of the several states. If indeed 
any thing more were required toshow that state legis- 
latures may rightfully exercise the power of appoint- 
ing electors, in case such a mode should be deemed 
the most expedient, the committee could adduce the 
practice of several of the most enlightened states. 
There are at this time no less than seven states in 
which the electors are chosen by the legislatures. 
The committee dre, therefore, compelled by the 
views they inave taken of the subject, to adopt, as the 
sound construction of the constitution of the United 
States, warranted by its explicit language, and by a 
practice under it commencing with its ratification, 
and continued down to the present period, that each 
state may choose its presidential electors either by the 


electors by state legislatures, it is without any just- 
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people or by their legislature; and that in giving a pre- 
ference to any particular mode of choosing them, the 
legislature is only to be guided by considerations of 
policy, and by a respectful regard to the democratic 
principles of our political institutions. __ : / 

Among the democratic principles, which the com- 
mittee fee] it their bounden duty to cherish, and to 
which they wish, on all proper occasions, to give their 
most explicit sanction, are the following: That all 
sovereign authority resides in, and unalienably be- 
longs to the people, and is to be exercised by them- 
selves, or by agents of their appointment: That the 
purity, the patriotism, and the intelligence of the peo- 
ple, are sufficient safe guards, to protect their rights 
against the assaults of ambition, the arts of fraud, and 
the allurements of corruption: That in an extensive 
community, composed of individuals, devoted to va- 
rious pursuits, and entertaining different sentiments, 
the interests and opinions of each class should have, as 
far as practicable, their proportionate influence in all 
7 That power, when 
delegated, is liable to be abused: and that, in the hands 
of the people, it is always exercised honestly. 

While, on the one hand, the committee are convinc- 
ed that the power of the state, in the election of a pre- 
sident, should be preserved undivided and undimi- 
nished, they are solicitous, on the other, that the ut- 
most practical effects should be given to these cardi- 
nal maxims of our free government. 

By reviewing the several modes of choosing electors, 
it will not be difficult to decide upon the practicabi- 
lity of selecting one which, while it had a proper re- 


of those candidates, composing probably but little 
more than one-third of the people, might prevail over 
the friends of the two others, being almost two-thirds 
in numbers, but divided in their efforts. 

In such a case, a minority would exercise the power 
of the state: and two important sources of national 
prosperity would fail to receive their proper share 
of protection and encouragement, in consequence of 
an undue partiality for another source of national 
prosperity, in no respect more important than the 
others. 

it is a correct remark, that intelligence is the life 
of liberty. To give the right to choose without fur- 
nishing the means to discriminate, is but little better 
than to submit to the decision of blind chance. For 
general information, and accurate krowledge of their 
political concerns, the people of this state may be 
proud of being brought into comparison with those of 
any of her sister republics; but more than two hundred 
thousand voters, dispersed as they are, andever must 
be, over this great state, who would be called upon in 
case of an election by a general ticket, to select out of 
perhaps several hundred candidates, thirty-six elec- 
tors, could not, in the nature of things, acquire such 
an intimate knowledge of the sentiments, and charac- 
ters of the competitors, as to enable them.to make a 
judicious selection. This objection to electing by ge- 
neral ticket, which in small states would be inconside- 
rable, rises intoone of magnitude in this state—from 
the extent of its territory—from the number of elec- 
tors to be chosen—from having to take their charac- 
‘ters and fitness, in most cases, on trust, and still more, 
gard to these maxims, will preserve to the state a from the exceedingly great number of voters by 
united vote. | whom the choice is to be made. 

Only three modes have, at any time, been in use.| The advocates of this mode place its claims for pre- 
A choice by the people in districts; a choice by the | ference over the others, upon the ground that it brings 
people on a general ticket; and an appointment by the | the electorsof president and vice-president nearer to 
state legislatures: Each of these modes has its advan- the people; and, at the same time, reserves to the 
tages, and its advocates—and to each there are plau- | state a united vote; this latter advantage if certain, 
sible, if not well founded objections. By dividing the , would be great, but is beyond all doubt too contin- 
states into districts, corresponding to the number of its | gent to merit such consideration. 
electors, and authorizing the voters in each districtto, It would be an undeserved imputation upon the 
choose one, the sentiments of the people in the differ- | good sense of the people of this state, to suppose that 
ent sections of the state, would be expressed in the | they covet the possession of a right, which, in many if 
choice of a chief magistrate; and the danger appre- | not most instances, they would be required to ex- 
hended from the abuse of delegated power removed; ercise, in selecting depositories of important political 
but a divided vote, and loss of power, would be the | trusts, without having it in their power to obtain the 
inevitable consequence. From a consideration that , information requisite, to determine the fitness of these 





an election by districts is most democratic in princi- | 


ple, because it affords to the people of the several 
parts of the state, a participation in this act of go- 
vernment, the committee would be much inclined to 
yield it their preference; but the certainty that very 
Tew of the other states will hazard a diminution of 
their power, by adopting the same mode, and the 
equal certainty that this state would lose its influence 
in the election, by distributing its votes among several 
candidates, induces the committee to believe, that its 
adoption would not, at this time, meet the wishes of a 
majority of the people. 

Nor is the plan of choosing the electors by the peo- 
ple, on a general ticket, free from objection. This 
plan militates strongly against the principle hereto- 
tore mentioned; that each considerable interest in a 
state of wide extent, and with conplicated concerns, 
should, as far as practigable, be regarded, and have 
its due share of influence in all the essential acts of 
government. The interests to which the committee al- 
lude, arise from, or are connected with the.yarious pur- 
suits of human life, and have adirect bearing on agri- 
culture, manufactures and commerce. Upon the sup- 
position that a known disposition to advance the 
prospérity of those citizens embarked in either of these 
great objects of national concern, was to constitute a 
ground of preferenee for particular candidates, and 
electors were to be supported with reference princi- 
pally to these predilections, the friends of some one 





depositories for such confidence. 

So far asthe principle of giving the choice of elec- 
tors to the people, is to have a practical effect, the 
election by districts has decided preference over that 
by general ticket. In the election by districts, each 
particular interest would have its due influence, and 
all parties fairly participate in the selection; but so 
far as the policy of giving an undivided vote is regarded, 
the preference of an election by the legislature, over 
the latter mode, is equally manifest. 

The committee are aware that, to an appointment 
by the legislature, objections alsoexist. The objec- 
tion which was urged against the election, by genera) 
ticket, of withholding from each considerable interest 
in the state, its proportionate share in the choice of a 
chief magistrate, has, in the opinion of the committee, 
an application to this mode of appointment; but its 
force is much greater in the former than in the latter 
case. Inthe one case it exists with every circum- 
stace of aggravation, and in the other, with every cir- 
cumstance of mitigation. In anelection bya general 
ticket, those citizens who entertain differnt stnti- 
ments, and seek for the attainment of different ob- 
jects, act without being able correetly to appreciate 
their chance of success: ‘they are, therefore, without 
a motive, and certainly without an opportunity to 
adopt any rational plan of compromise; each class 
pursues its object without an effort to blend and har- 
monize different, but recoucileable interests; each 
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contends single-handed for suecess over all others; of suspision and distrust in the people, and a seppo 
and the result is, the victory of one, and the defeat of , ed want of virtue and integrity in their represerta- 
many. | tives, the committee with pleasure turn their atteation 
In the case of an appointment of electors by the/to the evidences of confidence in the former, and 
legislature, the result would be quite diilerent; those fidelity in the latter:—which have been evidenced by 
who make the appointment, are forwarned of the | the continuance of the present mode of appointing 
necessity, and furnished with the opportunity of bring- | electors of president and vice president for more than 
ing into harmony, ajl views and interests, which are | thirty years. 
not in their nature hostile. These considerations should, at least, shield thi: 
The opposition to continuing the power of appoint- | subject from any rash act of legislation; for, although 





ing the electors in the legislature, arises principally | honest differences of opinion may be entertained ii: 


from the consideration that the choice is thereby re- 


moved from the people, the acknowledged source of | 


all power, and given to a pre-existing political body, 
which may, it is feared, misapptchend the wishes of 
their constituents, be misled by intrigue, or be seduced 
uy corruption. 

This jealous reluctance to delegating to the legisia- 
ture the power t8 appoint electors, is not wholly with- 
outreason. It evinces a commendable solicitude for 
the purity and preservation of our republican institu- 
tions; but it should be recollected, that it is an objec- 
tion, that, as yet, so far as respects the choice of pre- 


relation to it, to mistake the momentary excitement, 
produced at a particular place, or on a particular por- 
tion of the community, by restless partizans, who ea!) 
to their aid all manner of expedients, to subserve the 
cause of a favorite candidate, or to sustain the for- 
tunes of a sinking party—to mistake such an excite. 
| ment, produced by such actors, to auswer such pur 
poses, for the broad and deep current of public sen- 
| timent which has noiselessly flowed in its accustom 
ed channel for a series of years, would. be an inex- 
eusable act of mis-judgment. 
| On referring to the journals of the senate, the com- 





sident and vice president, rests wholly in speculation; | mittee find that, in the year 1802, a resolution was jin- 
and should, by no means, excite disquieting alarms. | troduced by Mr. Clinton, for an amendment to the 
This power has been in the hands of the legislature, | constitution of the United States, by which 2 uniform 
thirty-five years, without the imputation of abuse in| mode of appointing electors by districts might be pre- 


2 single instance. 


The assertion that the people are unwilling to dele-. 


gate power, when it can be exercised by themselres, 
is proved to be unfounded by areference to what they 
have done, and what they have approved of, in the 
conduct of their agents; they have recently formed 
anew constitution for themselves, by which they have 
taken into their own hands, all the power that was 
deemed, in any wise, essential to the protection of 
their rights, or for the security of their freedom. 
Although, in the performance of this great act of 
sovereign authority, they have resumed several rights, 
which they had yielded up under the old constitution: 
Yet the free delegation of powers, which they might 
have retained in their own hands, shews a liberal con- 
fidence in the integrity and honesty of public servants. 
They have, without the smallest reluctance, conceded, 
in some instances, to the legislature, but, generally, 
to the governor and senate, the right of appointing 
most of the important officers of the state, the choice 
of whom could have been made by themselves. If the 
people had deemed it unsafe or impolitic to leave the 
power of appointing electors in the possession of the 
legislature, where, by law, it then resided, and, by 
which body they had much reason to believe it would, 
in future, be exercised, if no constitutional restraint 
was imposed, they would, most assuredly, have di- 
rected the legislature, as they clearly had a right to 


do, by an express provision in the new constitution to | 


give the choice of electors to the people; not having 
done so ata time of peculiar fitness for doingsuch an 
act, when they were resuming all the authority in 
any wise proper, in their opinion, to be resumed, and 
devising the best safe-guards for that which was dele- 
gated; the committee cannot resist the inference na- 
turaily,and they think necessarily, arising from this 
consideration, that the people not only thought it in- 
expedient to take the right absolutely into their own 
hands, but were also not unwilling that it should be 
exercised, in future, as it had been in times past, by 
the legislature. 

To entertain serious apprehensions that the citizens 
who compose the legislature, and to whom, «as law- 
makers, the dearest interests of the state are com- 
mitted, would be unfaithful to the trust reposed in 
them, in relation to the appointment of electors, is to 
suppose the prevalence of political depravity to a de- 
sree incompatible with the security of freedom, and 
equalled only in the most corrupt governments which 


everexisted. From this revolting and unreal picture | Mississippi, BEnois 2nd Missouri, with only one re 


| scribed, and that the persons voted far, as presiden: 
and vice president, might be desicnated; and,in ft! 
|vear 1818, a resolution was adopted instrueting our 

‘senators in congress, and requesting our representa- 
, tives to endeavor to obtain an amendment to the con- 
stitution ofthe United States, proposed by the patriotic 
state of North Carolina, for the appointment of elec- 
tors by districts. The chief magistrate of this state, 
|in his speech to the legislature in November, 1820, 
after speaking of the efforts that had been made tu 
establish a uniform rule of choosing electors, by an 
/amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
/recommends an election by a gen«ral ticket; this re- 
;commendation was made under circumstances the 
| Most favorable for calm and deep reflection, and 2* 
‘atime most auspicious for a change, if public opin. 

}ion had required it. There was then no division o¢ 
isentiment on the subject of the presidency, and a 
change, if it had been effected, must have been made 
| Without any design to subserve personal or party views 

|But this executive recommendation gave rise to no 
| proceedings in either branch of the lecislature, nor wa 

| It accompanied, or followed, by any indications of be- 
| 
i 


i 
ing in accordance with public sentiment. 

The committee are not apprised,that there are, a1 
this time, any peculiar objections against the present 
|mode of appointing electors, which have not hereto- 
| fore existed with equal force; but the committee do 
think, that proofs in faver of the policy of its origina! 
adoption, and of its continuance until a uniform mode 
is adopted throughout the several states, by an amend- 
/ment to the constitution, is derived from the peculiar 

circumstances of the present period. There never 
was before so much distraction of public opinion on 
the subject of the presidency, nor so many competi- 
tors for that exalted station; consequently the danger 
that an election may finally devolve apon the house of 
representatives, was never so imminent. Such am 
event, the committee are satisfied, must be viewed, 
by every sober-minded and reflecting citizen, as preg- 


nant with the most alarming consequences: intrigue, 


and perhaps corruption, would be called in to compete 
with the legitimate power, for the most splendid prize 
ever offered to cupidity and ambition. The establish- 
ed principle of 2 republican government would he 
subverted, by putting the power te choose a president 
into the hands of a small minority: the state of New 
York, with its thirty-four representatives, would be 
entitled to only one vote; and the states of Delaware, 
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presentative each, would be entitled to four votes, so 
that these four states, with a population, altogether, 
of less than one eighth part of the population of this 
state, would possess four times its power, should the 
final choice of a president and vice president devolve , 
on the house of representatives; and to which is su-. 
peradded the danger of there being no choice, even’ 
ny that body, in consequence of an equality of votes, | 
which, under present prospects, may not be consid-. 
ered improbable; sueh consequences would proba-. 
bly be prevented by a choice of electors, in large’ 
atates by the legislature, because, in that case, the. 
danger of a divided vote, would, as has been hereto-— 
fore seen, be avoided. 

Foreseeing the probability, and the consequences: 


and there is every reason to believe that success wil! 
speedily attend these efforts, unless opposition is eli- 
cited from the smaller states. But if New York, ai 
this most inauspicious moment, should unwisely set 
the example, which may be followed by the other 
large states, of forbearing to exercise its right in 2. 
way to ensure 4 united vote, the small states, duly ap- 
preciating their advantage over the others, will be 
encouraged to withhold their assent to any of the 
proposed amendments. 

in examining the provisions of the bill from the 
honorable the assembly,the committee find, that by the 
second section, so many of the electors of president 


|} and vice president shall be taken from the congres- 


sional districts in this state, as sha!l be equal to the 


of giving a decided vote in the presidential election, number of representatives in the congress of the 
éhe legislatures ot those states, which have recently, United States, to which each district shall be entitled, 
had the subi« 1 ender consideration, have viewed it at the time of the election provided for in the bill, and 
in the same light, and come to the like conclusions to, two additional electors, corresponding with the num- 
which the committee have arrived. The states of} ber of the United States senators to which this state 
Vermont and Georgia, in which the democratic prin-| is entitled, shall be taken from each of the two con- 
.ciples of our free constitutions are preserved in great) gressional districts in this state, which have the great- 
vigor, have, within afew months, discussed the poli-| est excess of population beyond the ratio necessary to 
«y andexpediency of changing the mode of a choice | entitle such congressional district to a representative 
vy the legislature, for an election by the people, and | in congress; and that by the eighth section of the bill, 
have determined against the change. The good sense , it shall be the duty of the secretary of this state, on or 
of the citizens of these enlightened states, seems to | before the fourth Monday of November of the same, in 
have approved of this proceeding of their public | conjunction with the surveyor general, attorney genc- 
servants; for no impeachment of their wisdom, nor} ral, comptroler and treasurer of this state, (on a day 
indication of discontent, have appeared in any part, to be notified for their attendance by said secretary), 
of either of these states. (to proceed as a board of canvassers, to calculate and 

The powerful consideration which has thus far se- ' ascertain the votes given in this state, and also in the 
cured, and ought still to secure for this mode of; respective congressional districts, for the respective 
choosing electors, (untilan amendment to the consti-| candidates for electors of president and vice pre- 
tution of the United States is adopted, prescribing a | sident; and shall, as soon as may be thereafter, pro- 
uniform mode), a preference over any other yet in, ceed to determine in the following manner, viz: 
use, is the sacred regard due to state rights, and the | That the persons who shall be found on such canvass 





great importance to this state, as the largest member 
of the confederacy, of retaining, unbroken and undi- 
minished, all the power it can constitutionally exer- 
cise in the choice of achief magistrate for the union. 
In the compromise to which the committee have al- 
juded, between the pretensions of great and small 
states, New York, then a large one, and as was clear- 
ly foreseen, destined to be the largest in the union, 
conceded much, but perhaps not more than good po- 
licy required. To add to the magnitude of this con- 
cession by dividing, and dissipating what was retain- 
ed, wonld be an uncalled for, and unjustifiable immo- 
lation of state rights and of state power. 

The committee are free to confess that they cannot 
contemplate, without hitter feelings of regret and hu- 
miliation, the possibility of this great state, with its 
population, wealth and resources, even now equal to 
a great empire, and still in its march toa higher des- 
tiny, performing an unnecessary act of self degreda- 
tion, and wantonly sacrificing the power it constitu- 
tionally possesses. 

The committee do not intend to urge that this mode 
of appointing electors by the legislature is the best 
mode that could be devised under any circumstances; 
but that it is probably the least objectionable one that 
can be adopted under the existing provision ef the con- 


to have received a majority of all the votes given in 
this state, at said election, shall be determined duly 
/ chosen electors: Provided, however, that if it shall 
| appear on said canvass, that a greater number of per- 
sons residing in any one congressional district than 
lthe number of electors for such district shall be en- 
titled, have received such majority of votes, then, 
and in that case, such only of said last mentioned 
persons, to the requisite number of electors for such 
district as may have received the greatest number of 
votes, shall be determined duly chosen electors; and 
in case it shal] sppear onsaid canvass, that in any con- 
gressional district, the whole or any part of the elec- 
tors to which said district is entitled, are not elected 
by a majority of all the votes in this state, then, and 
in that case, such person or persons, to the requisite 
number of electors for such district, as may have re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes within such 
district, shall be determined duly chosen electors. 
The provisions of this section would, most probably, 
resul! in a choice of electors by districts, but with- 








‘out the advantage and fairness which that particular 


mode would singly possess; for it can scarcely be ex- 
‘pected that any entire ticket of thirty-six candidates, 
_ located in thirty different districts, would ever obtain 
| a majority of all the votes given in this state, particu- 


stitution of the United States; and so have thought many | larly when in each district there would most proba- 
of the wisest men, that have, atany time for the last| bly be several candidstes nominated and supported: 


thirty years, been in the councils of this state. 


and the struggle would be, not so much for the suc- 


It is true an opinion has long prevailed in this state, | cess of a general ticket, but for the purpose of secur- 
and is spreading through the union, of the propriety | ing the choice of particular electors by a plurality of 


of having established a uniform rule of choosing 
electors by. the people in districts; which can only 
be effected by an amendment to the constitution of 
the United States. The legislature of this state have 
twice given their assent to an amendment of that in- 
strument which would produce this effect; other states 
have also given a similar assent. At this time seve- 
ral propositions to amend the constitution, and to es- 
‘ablish 9 uniform mode, are pending before congress ; 


| votes, in the respective districts. The general ticket 
‘nominated in an open and avowed manner, would in 
|most, if not in all cases, be defeated by a combination 
jot minorities in the different districts, and by a con- 
‘cert of action among ambitious and designing men. 

It also appears to your committee, on examinin: 
the details of the bill, that there would not be suffi- 
cient time for all the electors to receive due notice of 


their appointment, so as to attend according to law at 
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the capitol. By the tenth section of the bill, the go- 
vernor is required, immediately after the canvass and 
determination by the board of canvassers, (which is 
to be on the fourth Monday in November), to cause no- 
tice to be given by express, to each of the persons so 
determined to be duly elected as electors of president 
and vice president of the United States, of their elec- 
tion as such electors; and, by the twelfth section of 
the bill, the electors so notified, are required to meet 
at the capitol, in the city of Albany, on the day next 
preceding the day appointed by law, to give their 
votes in the manner directed in and by the act of con- 
gress, entitled an act relative to the election of pre- 
sident and vice president of the United States; and 
which day of meeting would be only eight days after 
the canvass was ascertained. 

The committee, entertaining, as they trust, a proper 
sense of the just expectations of the people, of whom 
they constitute a part, by whom they have been vo- 
luntarily elected, and whose interests they are bound, 
by every tie of duty, as well as by every dictate of 
conscience, to promote,—have, after patient investi- 
gation and much calm reflection, arrived at the con- 
clusion, that the provisions contained in the bill from 
the honorable assembly, whatever may be its merits, 
would not be, in their opinion, in accordance with the 
wishes of a majority of the people of this state. Nei- 


——s 


some of our officers; our public vessels have been the 
depositories and the insurers of the property of fo- 
reign nations and of belligerents. This permission to 
carry specie was calculated to destroy the fine and 
chivalrous feelings of the officer; to turn his mind 
from seeking “reputation at the cannon’s mouth,” to 
interested and sordid pursuits. Further than this, 
the practice was Jiable to involve us in difficulties 
with foreign nations; it was an infringement of our 
neutral character; it was authorizing a practice, in 
regard tothose nations which had not the power of 
resistance, which the more powerful would never 
submit to. These considerations, affecting the cha- 
racter of the country and the navy, led him to believe 
that the transportation of specie, in the public vessels, 
ought to be prohibited. 

Mr. Lloyd, of Massachusetts, said, he believed that 
the transportation of specie, in public vessels, might 
be permitted, under certain regulations, without de- 
triment to the service. Great Britain had allowed 
this practice in her navy, time out of mind, under re- 
strictions. In our navy there had been no regulation 
on the subject, and it ought not to be permitted te go 
on so; our vessels were liable to engage in improper 
cruizes, and to enter improper ports, for the purpose 





ha carrying on this trade and it might jeopardise the 


peace of the country. The transportation of specie, 


ther do the committee believe, however ardent the I by our public vessels, certainly requires some regu- 
members of the other branch of the legislature may | lation; although, Mr. L. thought it was not proper to 
have been in their endeavors to secure to the people | prohibit it entirely. The bill now before the senate 
their rights, that, from the evidences of public senti- | contains the necessary provisions: it provides what 


ment which have appeared since the passage of the | ports specie may be carried to and from; and what 


_ bill by the assembly, even that portion of the commu- | countries, under certain circumstances. The per- 


nity who are most favorable to repeal of the present | mission to bring specie, in the national vessels, to the 
law, would be gratified by the final passage of the bill | United States, is important to the country. It is said, 
now under consideration. The uncertainty which |that we are in great want of specie—the embarrass- 
would unavoidably atiend the election, and the great | ments of the manufacturers particularly, are said to 
probability that minorities might succeed in choosing | be very great*—and how are we to get specie? It 
electors, would always create distrust and dissatisfac- | must come from. foreign countries; and the public 
tion. The apple of discord would be thrown into | vessels furnish the safest mode of transportation He 
each of the congressional districts, and in some dis- | believed that no dishonorable acts could be charged 
tricts there would be double incentives to strife. ‘upon our naval officers, in this respect. 

The committee are therefore of the opinion, forthe | Mr. Lioyd, of Maryland, rose to explain. He had not 
reasons set forth in this report, that it would not be | the least intention to charge any of our naval officers 
expedient to pass the bill from the assembly, or any | with improper conduct—but thought, that the trans- 
other bill changing the present mode of appointing | portation of specie ought to be prohibited, to prevent 
electors of president and vice president of the United | consequences which might hereafter result from the 
States; or, at least, until the efforts which arc now se-! practice. 
viously; making in congress to establish a uniform} Mr. Lloyd, of Massachusetts, said he had not un- 
rule of appointment, by an amendment to the consti- | derstood the gentleman from Maryland as intending 
tution of the United states, by which the people can | to prefer any charges against the officers of the navy. 
elect by districts, have either terminated in the adop- | He believed there was no danger that their honorable 
tion or rejection of such amendment by that body. | character would be.affected by continuing this prac- 

CHARLES E. DUDLEY, Chairman. tice, It had not produced that effect upon the officers 
of the British navy. Hitherto, we have had ho re- 
gard to the maximum of freight to be allowed for the 
transportation of specie. This bill has a provision 
on that point. Inthe present absence of all regulation, 
the commanders of the vessels have themselves re- 
ceived all the benefit accruing from the freight of 
the specie. Not so in the British service. A certain part 
of the freight, in their vessels, goes to the other ofii- 
cers, and a part to the Greenwich hospital. The pre- 
sent bill has asimilar provision. A certain portion of 
the freight money is to go to the inferior officers and to 


the navy hospital fund. It appeared to the commit- 

Mr. Lloyd, of Maryland, said, as he had offered the |tee proper that some regulations should, also be 
resolution which gave rise to this bill, he thought it adopted in relation to the transportation of passen- 
his duty to state the views which induced him to pro-!zers. Considerable inconvenience has occurred from 
pose it. He feit a great interest in the navy, and jcarrying passengers. We have been in the habit of 
wished to do ali he could to sustain its honor. He be- > 


lieved the permission to carry specie, had grown up, 





—- — -. 


Kighteenth Congress—first session. 


SCNATE. 

March, 5. After other business, which will suffi- | 
ciently appear in future detail— 

The bill reported by the committee on naval affairs, | 
“regulating the transportation of gold and silver bul- 
lion, specie and jewels, and carrying of passengers, 
and to prohibit the receipt of merchandise, in the pub- 
lic vessels of the United States,” was taken up for 
consideration, in committee of the whole. 














*Mr. Lloyd, in a note to the editors of the National 


jike many other of our practices, from the example of 
England. But,it became now necessary to inquire 
how,far the honor and welfare of the country and its 
navy, was compromised by this practice. Considera- 
ble sums ef money have been made in this trafic by 


Intelligencer,” says he was misunderstood as to say- 
ing that the manufacturers were embarrassed—on the 
contrary, he believed that those of New-England, 
“collectively considered, form the most thriving and 





prosperous part of the community,” &«. 
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making drawing-rooms of the cabins of our public 
vessels; this is certainly not beneficial to the service. 
if our captains can carry their ladies and families in 
their vessels, the lieutenants may do the same—and 
this will be an increasing evil. The bill proposes 
checks upon improprieties that may hereafter occur. 
Mr. L. thought it would be better to take up the bill, 
section after section, in order that it might be fully 
considered, and opportunity afforded for amendments, 
if centlemen should think proper to propose any. 

The further consideration of the bill was postponed 





Mareh 8. Mr. Noble presented the memorial of the | 
seneral assembly of the state of Indiana, praying con- | 
gress to make further provisions for the relief of pur- | 
chasers of public lands, and to reduces the price of! 
lands in districts where the land has been offered for 
sale for ten or more years. 

Mr. .Noble said, in presenting this memorial, that he 
was proud to have it in his power. to say, that in the 
memorial, the legislature had manifested their attech- 
ment to the federal government, and for the interest 
and prosperity of it. He said, the legislature had gone 
further; that they had, on the part of their constituents 
and for themselves, acknowledged the benevolent po- 
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The bill making appropriations for the purchase of 
cannon, bombs, and howitz, for the fortifications of 
the United States, was again taken up. This bill pro- 
vides an appropriation of 125,000 dollars, annually, 
for four years, for the purpose specified. 

This produced a considerable debate. 
ably supported the appropriation. 
posed to limit it to one year. 
tive—10 to 22. 

The question was then taken, upon passing the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and decided 
in the aflirmative, 31 to 10, as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Barton, Branch, Chamller, Clayton, D’ Wolf, 
Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, Findlay, Geiliard, Havne, Holmes éf 
Maine; Holmes, of Mississippi; Jackson, Johnsen, of Kentucky; 
Jobnson, of Lou. Kelly, King, of Alab. Knight. Lloyd, of Md. 
Lloyd, of Mass. Mills, Parrott, Smith, Talbot, Taylor, of Ind. Tay- 
lor, of Va. Van Dyke, Ware, aii Williams,—31. 


NAYS.— Messrs. bell, Eliictt, King, of N. Y. Lanman, Lowrie 
Macon, Palmer, Ruggles, Seymour, and Thomas.—10, 


So the bill passed to be engrossed and read a third 
lime. 

March10. The bill for the gradual supply of can- 
non, &c, was passed, with an amendment. 

The bill reported by the committee on naval affairs, 
“regulating the transportation of gold and silver bul- 
lion, specie, and jewels, and carrying of passengers, 


Mr. Jackson 
Mr. Chandler pro- 
Decided in the nega- 


licy heretofore exercised by congress towards the} and to prohibit the receipt of merchandise, in the pub- 
° * } . 7 . ’ . 

purchasers of public lands, by which many of them) lic vessels of the United States,” was again taken up 
have been redeemed from ruin, and saved from for-| for consideration, in committee of the whole, Mr. 
feitures; and without the aid of such policy, their) King, of Alabama, in the chair. 

jands must have reverted to the United States. After debate, the bill was passed to be engrossed 

The legislature, said Mr. N. presents two subjects| and read a third time. 

for the consideration of congress, both of which he; The rest of the day was spentin considering private 
deemed tobe well worthy of consideration. The first! bills. 

was, that of permitting, by law, those individuals who, | 








prior to the act of congress for the relief of purchasers 


of public lands, passed in 1821, suffered a forfeiture 
of lands on which one or more payments had been 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, March5. At an early hour— 
The house resolved itself into a committee of the 


made, to apply the amount of their forfeitures, in the 
purchase of other lands, confining them to the dis- 
tricts wherein the forfeitures accrued. There can 
he no objection to this, because the lands have re- Mr. Tod moved to amend the 5th section of the bill 
verted to the United States, and the amount of money! by adding to that article, which lays a duty on window- 
paid by the purchaser, which was the forfeiture, is in | glass, of several different sizes, the following proviso, 
your treasury. You are not asked for money, but| (to prevent the law’s being evaded), viz: ‘provided 
ioerely for land, since you have been in the habit of| that all window-glass imported in plates uncut be in- 
selling in tracts of eighty acres, and the application of | cluded in the above duty.” 


whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, on the state of the 


| union, on the bill for amending the several acts laying 
duties on imports. 








the forfeitures to be confined to the same land dis- 
tricts. 

The second subject is, the expediency of reducing 
the price of public lands in those districts where they 
had been offered for sale, for ten or more years, and 
have not yet found purchasers. The history of the 


sales of the public lands in this country, proves, that, | 


to reduce the price of your iands in the old settled 
parts.of the country, is a true policy. We-all know, 
that your good lands are first selected, and the most 
indifferent tracts are rejected; and, as the districts be- 
come closely settled, these refused, indifferent, and 
broken tracts of land, serve only for those persons ad- 
jacent, to tresspass upon, cut, and carry away your tim- 
her, thereby, in time, rendering the land of little or 
no value to the government. The legislature of In- 
diana, from the pride of attachment to the general go- 
vernment, and for their interest, as well as the inte- 
rest of the state, apprise you of the facts, and disclaim 
any other motive. 

Several private bills were passed, and other matters 
of a private nature attended to. 

Mr, Hayne called wp the resolutions proposing 
amendments to the constitution of the United States, 
in relation to the election of president and vice presi- 
dent. His motion prevailed. Mr. King, of N. Y. mov- 
for the indefinite postponement of the whole subject. 
Considerabie debate followed, but without taking a 
question thereon, the senate adjourned. 

March 9. The resolutions proposing amcnudmenis 
to the constitution, were laid on the table. 


Mr. Tod moved to add to the clause which lays a 
duty ‘on iron, in bars or bolts, not manufactured, in 
vhole or in part, by rolling, one dollar and‘ twelve 
certs per hundred weight,” the following words, 
(for the same purpose of preventing the duty’s being 
' evaded), ‘‘on plough plates or share moulds a duty of 
one cent and a half per ib.” 
| On this motion some conversation took place be- 
| tween Messrs. Combreleng, Brown, Sanford, Udree, and 
Cobh. ; 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 59, noes 63, 

Mr. Tod then moved to add to the clause contain- 
ing a duty on Brussels, Venitian, Turkey and Wilton 
carpets and carpeting, the words “‘on all ingrain car- 
pets and carpeting twenty-five cents per square yard;” 
which motion was carried. 

Mr. Tod then moved to add to the clause layin 
duties on nail rods, sheet iron ond iron slit and rolled 
the following words, ‘‘on pig iron seventy-five cents 
per cwt.” On this motion a prolonged and desultory 
debate arose, which continued until past four o’clock. 

The speakers in favor of the motion were Messrs. 
Tod, Brown, Stewart, Udree, Forward and Garrison. 

Those in opposition to theduty were Messrs. Cam- 
breleng, Reed, Mercer, Fuller, Poinsett, Sterling, Crown- 
inshield, Floyd and Foct, ot Connectient. 

It was advocated, first, on the gcneral principles of 
the bill; that our own menufucturers should, wherever 
it was practicable, be encouraged in preference to 
those of foreign countries, in order to promote inter- 
inal trade, and the independence cf the conntry, an4 
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to provide a resource in case of war, The article of but in the manner of preparing it; and that the iron 
tron is abundant, being found in almost all the states of of this country could be so mixed as to be made either 
the union; its quality is equal to that of any in the into whatis called grey iron, or white, at the will of the 
world; pig iron is its very rudest form of manufacture; | iron master, (and details of the process were given.) 
it employs labor that would otherwise remain idle; a| There was a difference between rock ore and bog ore: 
a duty has already been laid on bar iron, which will | the latter was of a finer texture, shrank in cooling, 
jJead to the importation of pig, unless that importation . and made a firm and brittle metal, fit for machinery; 
is met by a duty on pig also: none was imported pre- the former swelled in cooling, was of a coarser and 
vious to 1818: in that year one hundred tons were im- tougher texture and was fit for bar iron—one is cai- 
ported, and the importation has already reached j led red-shear, the other, cold-shear. 

thirty-one hundred tons a year. This goes to keep| ‘he argument that this article was needed because it 
the native riches of the country buried in the earth, | Was imported, if urged against a farther duty, applie¢ 
while foreign products and industry are promoted. equally to every farther duty, and superseded not on- 
This is an article that, of all others, should be encou- | ly the whole bill, but all revisions of the tariff at any 
raged—because it converts that which is worthless, | future time. By providing too much, it proved no- 
(and worse), into an article of great value, of general | thing. Its importation interfered, to the whole ex- 
utility, and of indispensable necessity. No country tent, with our own native products and home in- 
that produces iron encourages, but, on the contrary, dustry. Admiiting the duty in England, on pig iron. 
prohibits, the importation of the raw materiak—and imported there, to be 14s. 8d. when compared with 
pig iron is little else. | the price of thearticle in England, it was, if not abso- 

it was opposed on the general ground that, instead, lutely prohibitory, at least, very nearly so. The 

of benefitting manufactures, this duty went to injure quantity of iron that swelled the amount imported in- 
them. Pig iron is not imported in any very large, to England, from Russia and Sweden, were chiefly 
quantity—and that which is imported, is not brought: bar iron. The foreign pig iron cannot be needful iw 
from abroad on account of a lower price, but of a pe-' making cannon. During the war we got none of it. 
culiar quality. It is the Scottish grey iron, which has a; The metal, both of the cannon and men employed iz 
degree of fineness and solidity, which renders it pe-| that contest, was genuine American. So far is it 
culiarly fit for small castings used in machinery. It, from being necessary for cannon, that even gun-locks. 
must be mixed with our own iron for certain kinds of and musket-banrels are made of our own iron. 
work—we have no substitute for it, and the duty is, Many statistical details were given in the course of 
only so much laid on the manufacturer; so that this is, the debate. The policy of England was discussed, and 
in truth, a strife between manufacturer and manufac- | quoted as an cxample, especially in the present bill, 
turer, and not a question whether the general interests , the whole protecting policy of which was insisted om 
ef manufactures are to be promoted. The present | as being borrowed from Great Britain. 

duty is sufficiently heavy; and the fact that Beoten | Much occasional pleasantry arose, and agreeably 
pig iron continues to be imported under that duty, | relieved the dryness ofthe debate. Mr. Tod compar- 
shews that the article is needed. For a species of| ed himself to the man represented in the title-page of 
iron analagous to this, the manufacturers of Massachu-| the almanac, stuck through on every side, and in 
setts send all the way to New Jersey, and bring the! every partof his body: and, in reply to an intimation 
raw ore 400 miles by waterand 40 by land. It is not! that, as chairman of the committee Le ought to have 
correct that England prohibits the importation of the | been acquainted with certain facts of a statistical and 
raw material. She lays on ita tax of no more than | reographical kind, with which he did not seem fami- 
fourteen shillings and cight pence sterling a ton, and Jiar, replied, that to fight an enemy, and beat him 
great quantities are stili imported into that country! too, it was not needful to know all the names of his 
irom Sweden and Russia, alihough the application of | captains and colonels, and ef the rank and file that 
coal to smelting the ore, has led toa vast preduction | made up his army. 

of the English iron. This duty is not needed by the; The question being put on Mr. Tod's amendmert, 
makers of pig iron; they are already growing rich, | laying a duty on pig iron, it was decided in the nega- 
while the manufacturers of bar and bloom iron are tive, ayes 79, noes 111. 

srowing poor—the duty will go to increase the profits; On mction of Mr. Tod, the duty of 25 per cent at 
ef those already thriving, and to add to the burden of valorem, “on printing types” was stricken out. 

those who are about to sink; as the makers of pigiron; He further proposed a duty of 30 per cent, ad va- 
have already a duty which gives them the market, all) lorem “on oil-cloth carpeting, and oii-cloth of ever) 
the duty now added will only be so much added to the | description,” but, on an ictimation from Mr. Cambre- 
price paid by the consumer. The argument urged by ‘ting, that a specific duty would be preferred by the 
the friends of the bill, in favor of admitting South | manufaeturers, agrecd to withdraw his motion fer the 
American and Smyrna wool, will apply equally to ad- |; present. 

mitting Scottish grey pigiron. Both are articles which The committee rose—and 

cannot be raised in this country, and yet are essential} ‘The house adjourned. 

to very valuable branches of its manufactures; and} Saturday, March 6. 
every argument against the one, goes equally against | tended to— 

the other. The New Jersey pig iron isno substitute—| The house resolved itself mto 2 committee of the 
heaven defend the merchants who have had one con-| whole on the state of the union; Mr. Condict in the 
signment of it, from ever receiving another—espe-| chair. The tariff bill, being the unfinished business 
cially if they have the Scotch pig at the same time for | of yesterday, was again taken up for consideration 
sale. If you prevent ihe importation of the Scotch; Onmoticn of Mr. Tod, the bill was amended by in- 
metal in pigs, you will only have it imported in a ma-! serting a new line, laying a duty ef SO per cent. ad va- 
nufactured forra, which would be worse, on the prin- | lorem upon “‘oil-eloths and oil-cloth carpeting.”” On 
ciples of these who wouid lay this duty. Sure}y, if | his motion, also, the bill was amended by striking out 
the manufacturers of Massachusetts can aford to go; the line imposing a duty of ‘‘ten cents per pound oa 
400 miles for the raw ore from New Jersey, and | Prussian blue.” On his motion, the bill was further 
make it into pig iron at their own furnaces, the ma- | amended by raising the proposed duty on ‘‘currants 


Some email business veing ai- 





nufacturers of New Jersey cannot need the duty now | and figs” from three cenis to four cents per pound. 
propesed, who have the ore at their door. Thefo-| Mr. Breck then moved to amend the followin 
reign pig iren is used in our foundries of cannon, clause: ‘On all manufactures, not herein specified, of 
It was rejoined, that the quality of the Scotch pig! cotton, silk, flax, or hemp, or of which either of these 
iron did not depend on any thing peculiar im the ore, | materials shal] be a component part, a duty cf 25 per 
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}<ury shall, from tume to time, fix and prescribe.” 


tyvor of striking out the section, principally on the 


Qshall be laid on goods, imported from that country, 
‘The motion to strike out the section was opposed by | 


SXir. Tod, and, without taking the question, 


inhabitants of Nantuckct and New Bedford, in Mass. 
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ventum ad valorem,” by striking out therefrom the 
word *‘silk.” "9 

Mr. Breck supported his motion by a few remarks, 
‘o shew that we could not,at present, hope to do 
auch in the raising of silk-worms and manufacture of 
.ilk; and that, therefore, being an article very much 
wanted in the country, and which we cannot produce, 
this duty ought not to be levied upon it. 

After debate, the proposed amendment was re- 
‘ected— 

Mr. Fersyth proposed a duty of 30 per centum ad va- 
iorem on millstenes and articles used in the manu- 
‘ucture thereof—not agreed to. » 

The proposed duty on “Epsom salts,’’ was raised 
‘rom three to four cents per pound, 

Mr. Forsyth then moved that all the third section of 
che bill be stricken out—it is as follows: ‘‘From and 
after the thirtieth day of June, 1824, to the duties on 
all goods, wares and merchandise, herein before men- 
tioned, or any other, there shall be added, and shall 
ve collected and paid, the full amount of such bounty 
or premium,,or allowance in nature thereof, as, on 
the exportation of similar articles, may be given, paid 
or allowed, in the country or place from which the 
same shall be exported, or in the country or place 
wherein the same shall be produced or manufactured; 
which shall be caleulated and ascertained, under 
such rules and regulations as the secretary of the trea- 


This motion gave rise to considerable discussion; in 
the course of which, Messrs. Forsyth, Foot, of Connec- 
licut, Webster, P. P. Barbour, and Mercer, spoke in fa- 


cround that the addition of the bounty allowed in the 
toreign country, to the duties levied on the imported 
article, is an infringement of that part of our treaty 
with Great Britain which provides that no higher duty 


than on the same articles from any other country. 





On motion of Mr. Storrs, the committee rose. 

. | 
On motion of Mr. Baylies, the memorials of sundry | 
| 
praying for an increase of duty on imported tallow, 
were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. VWrebsier, the memorials‘of the 
tallow chandlers and sozp boilers of Boston, remon- | 
strating against an inerease of the duty on imported 
iallow, were ordered to be printed. 

The house then adjourned till Monday nest. 

Monday, March 8. A number of reports were made 
nd resolutions submitted, which will be noticed in| 
heir progress, and the house again resolved itself into | 

committee of the whole on the bill for revising the 

irifl—Ms. Forsyth’s motion to strike out the third see- 
ion, as inserted above, being under consideration, the | 
icbate of Saturday was resumed and continued until | 
four o'clock. The motion was supported by | 
lessrs. Forsyth, Randolph, P. P. Barbour, Fuller, Bart- | 
ett, Ross, Mercer, Livermore, Cambreleng, Stevenson, | 
ad Foet, of Con. and opposed by Mesrs. Clay, Stew-. 
ri’ and Tod. The argument, judging of the sketch 
hat we see of it, was very interesting. The follow-: 
ng may give some view of it— | 

“The ground taken by these who spoke in favor of 
triking out this section of the bill, was, thet its ope- 
‘tion will be a direct infringement of our treaty with | 
‘reat Britain, of 1815; that treaty expressly provides, 
iat articles imported into this country from Britain, 
all be charged with no more duty than those com- 





™< irom other countries. But, as Englane grants to 


exporters a bounty on certain articles on which! 
cr countries grant none, and this section proposes : 
) crease, m «all « ses, our cuiv. by the amount of 
> boun COUNTS from whenee the ' 


ity granted in the 
-0OdS-aré imported. its « neration will, in fact, be to > 


charge such English goods with a higher duty than 
articles of the same kind brought from elsewhere; 


and it will, therefore, break the treaty and compro- 


mit the faith and honor of the nation. 

To this, it was replied, that the principle of this 
section being, like that of the rest of the bill, to pro- 
tect the domestic industry of this country, by pre- 
venting the foreign article to be brought into the mar- 
ket at such a price as to destroy our own manufactu- 
rer; that object could never be attained, and the whole 
bill must be rendered nugatory, if a bounty, granted 
by a foreign nation on the exportation of its commo- 
dities, might not be met by an equivalent duty here. 
It was well known, that England grants bounties for 
the express purpose of forcing her goods into foreign 
markets; and if the objection to this section of the 
bill is held valid, she will still be enabled to do so with 
respect to this country. 

But it is not valid. In that article of the treaty 
which this section of the bill is said to violate, two 
objects were intended. The first was to secure 2 
perfect reciprocity between the two nations, with 
respect to their navigation. Preferences had pre- 
viously been given, both by France and England, 
which threatened altogether to deprive America of 
the carrying trade—which course of things led to 
the adoption of what has been called the American 
policy on this subject—a policy which has proved 
completely triumphant, and has brought both Eng- 
land and France to terms. But this section of the 
bill ‘leaves this reciprocity untouched—for no dif- 
ference is made in our duties, whether merchandise is 
imported in British or in American bottoms. 

The second object aimed at, in the article of the 
treaty alluded to, was to secure to British goods an 
entrance into our country on as good terms as those 
of any other nation; nor does this section make any 
discrimination to their prejudice; its provisions are 
ceneral; no more directed against the goods of one 
country than another. It adds the amount of all fo- 
reign bounties to the duty on those goods on which 
the bounty is granted; and if, in consequence of this 
general measure of self-defence, British goods have 
more duty to pay than French, it is not the result of 
our legislation, but of her own, and when two parties 
make a contract, no act of one of them is, of itself, to 
constitute a violation of the contract by the other 
party. 

To this it was rejoined, that the inerease of duty, 
in that case, was to be attributed to our act of legisla- 
tion, and not to that of England, for it was our act that 
added the amount of her bounty to our duty, and 
thereby caused her goods to pay more than those of 
her neighbor, a thing we expressly promised by the 
treaty not todo. Britain has a right to grant what 
bounties she will. Thatis her own affair; a part of 
her municipal reguiations; a thing between her peo- 
ple and her government. It was we who now inter- 
fere, and make h¢r municipal regulations a part ot 
our law, and found duties on them contrary to the 
treaty. 

As to the policy of meeting her bounties by coun- 
tervailing duties, it is a question from which we are 
precluded, because we have aiready bound ourselves 
not to tax her goods more than those of others, whe 
grantno bounties, This may be inconvenient, it may 
have been impolitic; we have done 30, and we must 
abide by our agreeiment. 

A case was put, on the one side, suppose Britain, 
when this law passes, makes Qa certain article on 
which she grants no bounty, and we receive that ar- 
ticle at a certain duty, the same as is paid by a French 
article of the same kind—here she is on an equai foot- 
ing with France. She afterwards grants a bounty, 
which rases her duty in our ports. Is tha: increase 
to be cherged to us? Its it any thing but her own 
act?’ Can her subsequent act construe our act ‘ints 
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wn offence? It was answered, yes; because our act 
anticipated such a casé, and had a prospective refer- 
ence to it, and is, therefore, as mueh chargeable on 
us as if ithad been done after and not before the case 
eceurred. It was said further, that, if this act placed 
England, with respect to any bountied article, on less 
favorable terms than France, her remedy was either 
to repeal her bounty, or to apply to France to lay one 
—our law had impartial respect to both. 

It was replied that these bounties were usually 
granted to make up for some disadvantage, real or 
supposed, between the country which granted them 
and other countries. The bounty, therefore, only 
placed the two countries on a level as they came to 
our ports—and if we charged one more than the other, 
we created an inequality that we did not find—and 
we did that very thing which, by the treaty, we had 
engaged not to do.” 


Tuesday, March 9. Mr. Floyd offered the following, 
which lies one day: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be laid before this house the accounts of the generals 
of the army; likewise of the inspectors general,the adjutant gene- 
ral, the chiefs of the engineer and ordnance corps, and the surgeon 
general, for the two jears preceding to the 30th September last, 
showing the amount of money paid toeach under the different heads 
of pay proper, brevet pay, rations, single and double, fuel, straw, 
quarters, transportation, and ai] other extra and contingent alluw- 
ances, as well as the amount paid for rations, pay aud ciothes for 
servants. 


Mr. Cocke offered the following, which lies one day: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to lay before this house the names.of all the officers of the army 
who have been brevetted, stating tkeir lineal rank and brevet 
rank, when brevetted, and the ainount of money paid to each on 
account of his brevet rank, and when paid. 


Mr. Breck offered the following joint resolution, 
which had its first reading: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of America, in congress assembled, Vhat the presi- 
tient of the United States be, and he is hereby authorized to pro- 
cure from Rembrandt Peale, of Philadelphia, a portrait of Wash- 


ingtop, to be placed in the capitol: Provided, the same can be ob- 
tained for the sum not exceed: ng dollars. ~ 


The previous orders of the day were postponed for 
the purpose of taking up the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of government for the year 1824; 
and a committee of the whole, having examined and 
approved of many of the items, reported progress, 
and the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, March 10. The joint resolution offered 
yesterday by Mr. Breck, (in‘relation to Peale’s por- 
trait of Washington), was read a second time, and re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole. 

The resolutions yesterday offered by Messrs. Floyd 
and Cocke, (in relation to brevetted officers in the ar- 
my), were agreed to. 

Mr. Sloane moved to postpone all the previous or- 
‘ders of the day in order to take up the report of the 
committee of elections in the case of John Bailey. 

The question being taken, it was not agreed to— 
ayes 41. 

The appropriation bill was again taken up. The 
sum (100,000) inserted to erect the east portico of 
the capitol, was stricken out, but 86,000 generally ap- 
propriated to contiuue the work on the centre build- 
ing. Several of its items met with considerable op- 
position. Mr. Forsyth moved to strike out the provi- 
sion for ministers to Spain and Portugal, others of 
that grade not being sent to us by the’governments of 
those countries. Lost—ayes 51, noes 75. 

The committee rose without having got through the 
bill, and the house adjourned. 


THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—wmanca I1. 

In the senate. The bill to regulate the transporta- 
tion of gold and silver, &c. in the public vessels of the 
United States, and several private or local bills were 
passed. 


of private bills, or on other matters not important ay 


present to notice. ; 


In the house of representatives—a great deal of minor 
business being attended to, the house, in committee 
of the whole, took up the appropriation bill—the mo- 
tion of Mr. Forsyth still pending as to the section that 
provides for sending ministers to South America. 

A long debate followed—we shall probably give the 
substance of it in our next; the committee rose with- 
out coming to a decision, and the house adjourned. 
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Piracy. Though acts of piracy, in the West India 
scas, are now rare, compared with what they have 
been, we now and then hear of some outrages com- 
mitted on the persons and property of our fellow ci- 
tizens. 

The Osage Indians, as a nation, have publicly disa-. 
vowed the act by which five or six white men were 
murdered, who were hunting on their war-ground. 
The missionaries among them, speak in the most de- 
cided terms of the good disposition of the Indians 
towards them. , 

The U. S. armory at Springfield, Mass. One of the 
principal workshops of this armory, was destroyed, 
by an accidental fire; on the 2nd inst. The probable 
loss is $15,000, including the house and the materials, 
&c. on hand. 

Michigan, itis believed, will, on account of the num- 
berof inhabitants of the territory, be entitled to ad- 
mission into the union, as astate, in two years hence. 
Hindoo widows. We have a copy of: an apparently 
official return of the number of Hindoo widows, who 
were burnt or buried alive, in the “six divisions” of 
Calcutta, Patra, Dacca, Moorshedabad, Barcilly and 
Banares, during the years 1818 and 1819, and during 
the year 1800; which shews a great change in the 
manners of the people. 

In the year 1800, no less than 607 widows were 
burned or buried alive in the districts named; but, in 
the tivo years‘of 1818 and 1819, only 371 thus perished. 
The reports are signed by the “Registers.” 

Cheap woollens! A late British paper says, that from 
300 to 350 packages of woollen rags are weekly broken 
down, re-spun and wrought into cloth, in the towns 
of Leeds and Huddlesfield alone. They are chiefly im- 
ported from the continent, and 15,000 to 18,000 packs 
are annually received. E—}>Itis out of these that curar 
goods are made ‘‘for the American market.” Cheap?— 
yes! verycheap! But we buy them because they are 
cheap! The British Manufacturers would not dare 
to sell such stuff for home consumption. 

Newspapers. It has been ascertained, by the post- 
master general, that there are five hundred and 


ninety-eight newspapers published in the United 
States, viz: 





In Maine, 12} Georgia, 14 
New Hampshire, Il} Ohio As 
Massachusetts, 35} Indiana 12 
Rhode Island, 9} Illinois, 5 
Connecticut, 23} Missouri, 6 
Vermont, 8} Kentucky, 1s 
New York, 137} Tennessee, lo 
New Jersey, 18] Mississippi, 7 
Pennsylvania, 110} Alabama, 10 
Delaware, 4} Louisiana, 8 
Maryland, 22} Michigan, I 
Virginia, 35} District of Columbia, § 
North Carolina, 10 — 
South Carolina, 12 Total, 598 


This number is ascertained, with the town or vil- 
lage in which each paper is published. There are 
probably a few scattering papers not yet reported te 





The rest of the day was spent in the consideration 


-_ — 


the department. 
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